
BY MICHAEL A. FLETCHER
THE WASHINGTON POST

TIRANA, Albania — Evi-
dence of Albania’s love for the
United States lined the road
leading into this capital Sunday.
U.S. and Albanian flags flew
from lampposts. People wearing
cardboard Uncle Sam hats
milled in the streets. Oversize
billboards and banners herald-
ed the American president’s
visit.

“Albania welcomes President
Bush,” some of the signs
announced. Others proclaimed
he was “making history” as the
first U.S. president to set foot in
the country.

Throughout much of Europe
— particularly in France and

BY TOM GROENING
OF THE NEWS STAFF

PROSPECT — Two brothers
were killed in separate crashes
Saturday, one on a motorcycle
and the other while driving a van.

According to Trooper Steve
Hills of the Maine State Police,
Adrian Basford, 52, of Winter-
port was killed when the motor-
cycle he was operating left the
road. The crash was reported at
about 5:30 p.m.

Basford was traveling north
on Route 1A, Hills said, riding
with another motorcyclist. The
two men were believed to have
been heading back to Winter-
port after running errands, he
said.

Basford was traveling much
faster than the other man, the
officer said, leaving his friend
far behind on the road. No one
witnessed the crash, but Hills

said witness-
es reported
seeing Bas-
ford passing
vehicles on
the right,
and passing

others at a high rate of speed.
Basford came into a curve

approaching Frankfort and
crossed the southbound lane,
traveling across grass, a drive-
way and then striking an
embankment. He was thrown
from the motorcycle.

BY CHARLES J. HANLEY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MAHMOUDIYA, Iraq — With a thunderous
rumble and cloud of dust and smoke, an apparent
suicide vehicle bomb brought down a section of
highway bridge south of Baghdad on Sunday,
wounding several U.S. soldiers guarding the
crossing and blocking traffic on Iraq’s main
north-south artery.

There was no immediate U.S. Army confirma-
tion on the number and severity of the casualties.
An Iraqi civilian also was injured, said Donald
Campbell of the private security Armor Group
International, who helped in the rescue.

Campbell and others in a passing Armor Group
convoy worked with a U.S. Army quick reaction
force for 45 minutes to pull trapped men from the
rubble, scrambling over the fallen concrete.

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — Navy Secretary Donald Winter
says the next generation of cruisers could be
nuclear-powered, an option that worries mem-
bers of Maine’s congressional delegation because
Bath Iron Works is not certified to build nuclear-
powered ships.

“Neither Bath Iron Works nor the Northrop
Grumman ship systems yard in Mississippi are
qualified to build nuclear-powered ships, “ said
Sen. Susan Collins, a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee. “The only shipyard
in the country that can build nuclear-powered
surface ships is at Newport News in Virginia.”

Collins said last week that the House Armed
Services Committee has included language in the

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

SOMEWHERE IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN — When
Samantha Hanson patrols the
engine room of the State of
Maine, there’s a good chance
she’s the only female around.

Similarly, Heather Swan usu-
ally finds herself in a similar
scenario, outnumbered when
she’s on the bridge of the Maine
Maritime Academy training ves-
sel.

Neither seems to mind.
“I don’t get treated any differ-

ently,” Hanson said Thursday
while transferring oily waste
from the engine into a holding
tank. “Everyone treats me like
just another person trying to
learn.”

“I’m used to it,” Swan said
from the chart room off the
bridge. “I actually prefer the

company of sailors.”
Hanson, of Rockland, and

Swan, of Washington, D.C., are
two of only nine female students
aboard the State of Maine this
year, one of the lowest numbers
in recent memory, according to
Commandant Jeff Loustaunau.

“Ideally, we’d like to have 15 to

20, so there’s more of a critical
mass. That way, they are less
likely to stand out,” he said.

While the maritime industry
historically has been a man’s
world, the women on this partic-
ular ship blend in like camou-
flage in a jungle.

Margaret Brandon, a deck
training officer and the highest-
ranking female on board, said
that after more than 25 years in
the field she doesn’t even notice
the discrepancy anymore.

“It’s always been an industry
that’s not full of women and I
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Samantha Hanson (right) of Rockland, a junior cadet aboard the State of Maine, works with fellow cadets in the ship’s engine room last
Thursday afternoon. Hanson is among a handful of female cadets aboard the ship.
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Did you know?
This year, the Craft Marketplace 
will feature a mix of returning 
and new vendors, selling their 

handmade, one-of-a-kind items.

74 days to go!
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For more on the Maine Maritime
Academy training cruise, check

out our reporter’s blog at
bangordailynews.com

President
Bush talks to a
woman holding
an American
flag during a
stop in Fushe
Kruje, Albania,
on Sunday.
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Albania hails Bush as ‘greatest guest ever’

BY ROBERT TANNER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Anti-death penalty forces
have gained momentum in the
past few years, with a moratori-
um in Illinois, court disputes
over lethal injection in more
than a half-dozen states, and
progress toward outright abol-
ishment in New Jersey.

The steady drumbeat of DNA
exonerations — pointing out

flaws in the justice system —
has weighed against capital
punishment. The moral opposi-
tion is loud, too, echoed in
Europe and the rest of the
industrialized world, where all
but a few countries banned exe-
cutions years ago.

What gets little notice, how-
ever, is a series of academic
studies over the last half-dozen
years that claim to settle a once
hotly debated argument —

whether the death penalty acts
as a deterrent to murder. The
analyses say yes. They count
three to 18 lives that would be
saved by the execution of each
convicted killer.

The reports have horrified
death penalty opponents and
several scientists, who vigor-
ously question the data and
their implications.

So far, the studies have had
little impact on public policy.

New Jersey’s commission on
the death penalty this year dis-
missed the body of knowledge
on deterrence as “inconclu-
sive.”

But the ferocious argument
in academic circles eventually
could spread to a wider audi-
ence, as it has in the past.

“Science does really draw a
conclusion. It did. There is no
question about it,” said Naci

Several studies show death penalty a deterrent to murder
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