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Did you know?
Masaji Terasawa specializes in the

ancient art of “amezaiku,” a
method of sculpting hot taffy-like
candy into the shapes of animals

and other characters.

8 days to go!
Sponsored in part by the Bangor Daily News
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Al Gardner of Rockport checks out his
“Elvis suit” as the 30th anniversary of
Presley’s death brought back memories of
the days when he performed tributes to
the king of rock and roll. Gardner has been
on a steady workout program for the past
seven months and can once again fit into
the suit but is not yet spry enough to
duplicate his famous karate moves. Gard-
ner (above) walks through the Samoset
Resort before a 1978 performance in 
Rockland marking the first anniversary 
of Presley’s death with “bodyguards” Les
Raye (left) and Vance Johnson. 

Impersonator from Rockport recalls Elvis 
on the 30th anniversary of the singer’s death

BY JESSICA BLOCH
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Almost one month after pho-
tos of a hazing party involving
the University of Maine softball
team came to light on the Inter-
net, the school has benched
three members of the team for
at least two games, suspended
the team from practice for one
week, and placed the program
on probation for three years.

All three suspended players
were found to have violated both
the University of Maine student
code of conduct and the school’s
student-athlete code of conduct

when they participated in the
2006 party.

“Through conversations with
those involved, we determined

that there was hazing in this sit-
uation, which isn’t allowed here
at the university,” University of
Maine athletic director Blake

James said. “There needs to be
penalties in line with the
actions.”

The university began an
investigation into the incident
starting July 20, one day after a
hazing watchdog group for-
warded to the BDN an Internet
link to photos of parties in 2005
and 2006 involving UMaine soft-
ball players. That group, ncaa-
hazing.com, is not affiliated
with the NCAA.

James said the investigation
wrapped up Monday. Robert
Dana, the dean of students,
handed down the probation and
team suspension and the athlet-

ic department was responsible
for penalties to the individuals.

James would not specify the
violations of the student-athlete
code of conduct for which the
three juniors were suspended.
Federal privacy laws prohibit

public disclosure of the penal-
ties assessed under the student
conduct code.

Likely violations in this inci-
dent may have included posses-
sion of alcohol by a minor, pro-
moting underage drinking, and

transporting alcohol by a
minor. Although there are no
stipulations for hazing in the
student-athlete code of conduct,
the general code of conduct
does prohibit hazing.

Junior Courtney Gingrich
was suspended for 10 games and
fellow juniors Ashley Waters
and Jenna Balent were each
suspended for two games. Both
Gingrich and Waters, who were
slated to be captains in 2008, will
also forfeit those titles. Those
three are believed to be the only
players still on the team who
were at the 2006 party.

UM benches 3 athletes in hazing case

BY WALTER GRIFFIN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Thirty years after the death of Elvis
Presley, Elvis impersonator Al
Gardner of Rockport still has fans
asking him to dig out his jumpsuit,

put together a band and take the stage.
Gardner has heard the cheers and shed

many tears since he first saw a flickering
image of the king of rock and roll on tele-
vision a half-century ago. He started mim-
icking Elvis from an early age and is
weighing the possibility of doing it again.

“People have asked me. I think it’s
because of the anniversary,” Gardner said. 

Today is the 30th anniversary of the
death of Elvis, and Gardner can remember
that mournful time as clearly as if it were
yesterday. Elvis was scheduled to perform
in Portland that night, and Gardner
planned to be in the audience. In fact, he
hoped that he finally would get to meet his
idol.

Gardner had struck up a friendship with
Charlie Hodge, the man who was posi-
tioned offstage to supply Elvis with the
silk scarves that he would drench with
sweat and toss to women in his audience.
Hodge had laid the groundwork for Gard-
ner to meet Elvis that night.

“He told me ‘It’s all up to you, man.’ Oh,
I was ready, I had met the Beatles, but

BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MILLINOCKET — Snowmo-
bilers might be denied use of a
trail on land owned by a forest
products company in rural

P e n o b s c o t
County unless
a local town
councilor apol-
ogizes for re-
cent remarks
he made criti-
cizing the com-
pany’s forestry
practices.

That was
what Herbert

C. Haynes Jr. of the H.C. Haynes
Co. of Winn wrote in a letter
dated Aug. 13 focusing on the
remarks of Millinocket Town
Councilor Jimmy Busque.
Matthew Polstein, another
member of the Millinocket
town council, read the letter
aloud Tuesday at a meeting of
the Katahdin Area Access Work-
ing Group, which discussed
increasing ATV and sports-
men’s access to land in the
Katahdin region. 

Polstein told the group he
could not apologize on Busque’s

Letter threatens
access to trails

Logger
Haynes
rebukes
councilor

BY REBEKAH METZLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Bangor native
Patrick Duddy loves his job as a
career diplomat.

But soon that affection for his
work may be tested like never
before.

Duddy, 56, a graduate of John
Bapst High School and Colby
College, has worked for the U.S.
State Department, predominate-
ly in Latin America, for 25
years. Most recently, he was con-
firmed by the Senate and sworn
in on Aug. 9 by Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice as the
new U.S. ambassador to
Venezuela.

“My wife and I immediately
fell in love with the culture, lan-
guages and experiences from liv-
ing in Latin America,” Duddy
said Wednesday over a cup of cof-
fee at Frank’s Bake Shop on State
Street. “It was great getting to
know people by living in their
communities — it’s so different
than being a tourist.”

Duddy’s appointment as the
senior U.S. envoy to Venezuela
comes at a particularly tumul-
tuous time in that country’s rela-
tionship with the United States.
Hugo Chavez, Venezuela’s presi-
dent, has been outspoken in his
disapproval of President Bush
and his foreign policy, even going
so far as to call the president a

“devil” in a September 2006 Unit-
ed Nations speech. Chavez also
threatened to expel the former
U.S. ambassador to Venezuela,
William Brownfield, from the
country.

Duddy said the State Depart-
ment has strict rules against his
commenting specifically on
Venezuela or diplomatic poli-
cies, but he was more than
happy to discuss his career up
to this point.

Gingrich Balent WatersJames
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Bangor native Patrick Duddy,
56, will head to Venezuela at
the end of the month to begin
his job as U.S. ambassador.

BY DIANA BOWLEY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

GUILFORD — The method
used for a revaluation, the com-
pany that performed the serv-
ice, and the outcome of the proj-
ect were all attacked during a
heated discussion Tuesday in
the fire hall of this Piscataquis
County town.

Many of the more than 60 res-
idents who attended Tuesday’s
selectmen’s meeting faulted
Penquis Real Estate Services
Inc. of Newport for inaccurately
increasing the assessments on
their homes and lands and they
expressed displeasure over the
attitude shown by Tom
Edwards, the agent who did the
work.

“He was horrible to us,”
Corinna Tibbetts told select-
men.

Tibbetts said when she and
her husband Matt bought their
home last year, the bank
appraised it at $80,000, yet the
couple’s 2007 tax bill was based
on an assessment of $136,400. “If
you think you can get $136,400,
you list it,” she told selectmen.

Selectmen were told that

Edwards failed to make sched-
uled appointments, did not
return telephone calls and was
rude. Others said Edwards
made incorrect assumptions in
grading houses without inspect-
ing the interiors and that he
placed values on non-existent
assets. 

“I have a $7,000 shed that I
can’t locate,” Vicky Stupakevicz
told selectmen. “The values he’s
placed on some properties are
outrageous,” she added.

While defending the need for
the revaluation, Town Manager
Tom Goulette acknowledged
that some mistakes were made
by Edwards.

“We didn’t see all the effects
coming [from the revaluation of
non-industrial properties],” he
said Tuesday. Edwards will be
given time to rectify his mis-
takes, Goulette said, adding that
about 44 abatements are ready
for processing and a similar
number are being prepared. 

Contacted by telephone
Wednesday, Edwards said the
errors are being fixed. 

Advised of the comments
made at the meeting, Edwards

Residents verbally attack process, assessor

Guilford revaluation
irks many at meeting

BY KIM GAMEL
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD — Rescuers used
bare hands and shovels Wednes-
day to claw through clay houses
shattered by an onslaught of
suicide bombings that killed at
least 250 and possibly as many
as 500 members of an ancient
religious sect in the deadliest
attack of the Iraq war.

The U.S. military blamed al-
Qaida in Iraq, and an American
commander called the assault

Death toll rises in attacks against Kurds

Women’s softball
program 

on probation 
for three years

See UMaine, Page A4

Bangor native
set for top job
in Venezuela

See Duddy, Page A4

See Guilford, Page A5

Busque

See Elvis, Page A10

AP PHOTO/APTN

This image from a video shows an injured boy recovering at a 
hospital in Dahuk. He was a victim of the suicide bombing attacks
Tuesday aimed at a Kurdish-speaking sect in northwestern Iraq. See Iraq, Page A2

See Access, Page A5


