
BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

State regulators on Wednes-
day reluctantly postponed pub-
lic hearings on Plum Creek’s
development plan for the
Moosehead Lake region after
the company
s u b m i t t e d
more changes
to its massive
application.

The Land
Use Regula-
tion Commis-
sion had
planned to
begin its long-
awaited public
review of Plum Creek’s applica-
tion on Nov. 3 with a hearing in
Greenville. The commission
then planned to hold two more
hearings and two straight
weeks of work sessions with
interested parties before return-
ing to Greenville one final time
on Nov. 18.

But on Wednesday that sched-
ule fell apart after Plum Creek
offered more alterations to what
is already the company’s third

version of its development plan.
Even without the changes, how-
ever, LURC staff predicted the
commission would need to
schedule additional work ses-
sions as it grapples with the
largest development proposal in
Maine history.

The Seattle-based company is
seeking LURC authorization to
rezone land for 975 house lots
and two large resorts near
Moosehead Lake. But to sweet-
en the deal Plum Creek has
offered to conserve more than
400,000 acres of forestland in
the region.

The commission will set a
new hearing schedule on Nov. 7.
While the timetable remains
unclear, it was apparent
Wednesday that the public hear-
ings and work sessions on Plum
Creek’s proposal will likely
extend into 2008, to the dismay
of some commission members.

“Some of us aren’t going to be
on the commission long enough
to even get to the hearings if we
continue the way we are going,”
commission chairman Bart Har-
vey said only half-sarcastically.

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ORONO — Penalties just got
stiffer for University of Maine
student-athletes who violate the
school’s athletic code of con-
duct, according to an e-mail sent
this week by UM President
Robert Kennedy to all head
coaches.

The change in regulations
comes after 14 different athletes

and three coaches have found
themselves in trouble with the
law since spring of last year.

“While I recognize that those
who have run into trouble rep-
resent a small percentage of
UMaine student-athletes, the
trend line is unacceptable,”
Kennedy wrote in his Oct. 8
message.

After discussing the issue
with Athletic Director Blake
James, Kennedy has doubled all

penalties until
further notice
for any stu-
d e n t - a t h l e t e
who breaks
any portion of
the student-
athlete code of
conduct.

“Certainly I
c o n s i d e r e d

that aspect [of including all vio-
lations] before we implemented

this, and sort of considered it
carefully,” Kennedy said
Wednesday. “But I really felt
that to make sure we emphasize
the importance of their conduct
in every regard that it would
cover all infractions or viola-
tions of the student-athlete code
of conduct.”

The most recent run-ins with
the law ranged from summons-
es for possession of alcohol by a

BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Unionized nurs-
es at Eastern Maine Medical
Center say they’re chronically
overworked, putting patients at
risk and contributing to the pro-
fession’s high burnout rate. And
though EMMC maintains it
staffs comparatively more nurs-
es than most hospitals, data col-
lected from Maine hospitals
since 2006 show the nurses may
have good reason to feel over-
whelmed.

According to a recent state-
ment from the hospital, EMMC
staffs more generously than a
nationally accepted model rec-
ommends, “because administra-
tion acknowledges that our
nurses care for some of the sick-
est, most clinically demanding
patients in Maine.”

But staffing data collected
from all Maine hospitals since
January 2006 shows that EMMC
has a recent history of provid-
ing less nursing care than other
similar hospitals in Maine. 

Comparing Maine’s four
largest hospitals — EMMC, Cen-
tral Maine Medical Center in
Lewiston, Maine Medical Cen-

ter in Portland, and MaineGen-
eral Medical Center in Augusta
and Waterville — EMMC in the
first three quarters of 2006
staffed fewer than average reg-
istered nurse hours and below-
average overall nursing care
hours per “patient day.” A
patient day is a measurement
that reflects the needs of an
average inpatient over 24 hours.

The numbers at EMMC
improved between October and
December 2006.

The information comes from
the Maine Quality Forum, a
state agency that collects and
compares hospital performance
data. According to the agency,
between January and Septem-
ber 2006 EMMC provided just
5.81 RN hours per patient day,
compared to an average of 6.31
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BY AIMEE DOLLOFF 
AND NOK-NOI RICKER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

The first deadline for the new
school consolidation law has come
and gone and the second, which
requires each school unit statewide
to submit an actual reorganization
plan is just seven weeks away.

And a month after that are the
first scheduled public referendums
to finish the plans, which are
designed to create efficiencies to
save the state and taxpayers money.

Even so, some school units are
still traveling in different directions
pursuing more than one plan and
others seem to be lost in the law’s
red tape.

“Everyone is in a different place,”
Jim Rier, the Department of Educa-
tion’s director of finance and opera-
tions, said Wednesday. “I was up in
Aroostook County in three different
places last night ... and all three are
in different places [in the process].
In some cases they’re just finalizing
plans about [how] to move forward.

“I think we are encouraged, and

the commissioner is encouraged
about the process,” he said.

Even so, nothing has been easy.
And many communities and school
units statewide are struggling with
how to create partnerships that will
save money.

The school consolidation law,
which took effect in early June,
requires Maine’s 152 school admin-
istrative systems to reorganize into
no more than 80 regional units.

None of the 290 or so school units
in the state has submitted reorgani-
zation plans, which are due Dec. 1,

and Rier could only list one consoli-
dation partnership that he thought
may present its plan to residents in
January.

“It’s too early to tell,” he said.
“I’m sure that some are optimistic”
about holding a January referen-
dum.

Once the Dec. 1 reorganization
plans are submitted to the state
Department of Education, the com-
missioner will approve or return
them with comments by Dec. 15.

Municipal referendums for

BY KRISTEN ANDRESEN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ORONO — What happens when the
region’s biggest performing arts cen-
ter embarks on major renovations? 

It takes the show on the road.
The Maine Center for the Arts

already has staged performances in
Deer Isle and in the neighboring Min-
sky Recital Hall on the University of
Maine campus. But the 2007-2008 sea-

son really kicks off this weekend
when the touring Broadway produc-
tion of “Peter Pan: The Musical”
takes flight at the Bangor Auditori-
um. 

“We didn’t want to bring some-
thing substandard from what people
would expect from the Maine Center
for the Arts,” MCA director Adele
Adkins explained. 

“The Loop” season, as organizers
are calling it, marks the beginning of
a new era for the 21-year-old center.
The roster includes performances in
Ellsworth, Deer Isle, Caribou, Water-
ville and Castine, on campus at Min-
sky Recital Hall and Hauck Auditori-

um, and in the Queen City at the Ban-
gor Auditorium and Peakes Auditori-
um.

And it’s an all-star lineup — Bill
Cosby will visit the Bangor Auditori-
um in November, and a live broadcast
of “A Prairie Home Companion,” also
at the auditorium, has already sold
out. Ailey II, the second company of
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