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PALO ALTO, Calif. — For years, former
Vice President Al Gore and a host of climate
scientists were belittled and, worst of all,
ignored for their message about how dire
global warming is.

On Friday, they were awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for their warnings about what
Gore calls “a planetary emergency.”

Gore shared the prize with the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change, a Unit-
ed Nations network of scientists. This sci-
entific panel has explained the dry details of

global warming in thousands of pages of
footnoted reports every six years or so since
1990.

Gore, fresh from a near miss at winning
the U.S. presidency in 2000,
translated the numbers and
jargon-laden reports into
something people could
understand. He made a
slide show and went Holly-
wood.

His documentary, “An Inconvenient
Truth,” won two Academy Awards and has
been credited with changing the debate in
America about global warming.

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Three of the seven campuses in the University
of Maine System operated with budget deficits
last year and now are taking steps to avoid any
future red ink.

The University of Southern Maine, UM-
Machias and UM-Fort Kent all experienced vary-
ing issues that led to their budget woes based on

financial figures obtained
recently from the UMS office
and interviews with campus
officials.

The numbers for the most
recent fiscal year still are being
audited, but it appears that two

of the campuses — USM and UM-Machias — are
continuing to struggle to balance their budgets.

Campuses in Orono, Farmington, Presque Isle
and Augusta had budget surpluses in fiscal year
2006. All campus budgets were calculated based
on unrestricted revenue, which does not include
revenue from research grants and contracts,
endowment funds, etc.

The University of Southern Maine’s nearly $4
million deficit for the 2006 fiscal year has gar-
nered the most attention in recent months, but
interim USM President Joseph Wood said
progress is being made toward closing the gap.

“The landscape is changing and we’ve got to
figure out how to adjust and treat it as an oppor-
tunity,” Wood said Friday.

When the Community College System was
formed in 2003, colleges systemwide anticipated
an initial loss in students but expected that

BY KRISTEN ANDRESEN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Terri Garner’s
time in the Queen City is
about to be one for the history
books.

Garner, who has served since
2005 as executive director of
the Bangor Museum and Cen-
ter for History, has accepted the
director position at the William
J. Clinton Presidential Library
in Little Rock, Ark. She begins
her new job on Nov. 5.

“The truth of the matter is,
it’s the same process — I’ll
have the same academic
responsibilities and the same
scholarly responsibilities, just
on a national scale, a larger
scale,” Garner said. “I would
not have been offered this job
without the Bangor Museum.”

Garner, 52, will be the
library’s second director since
it opened in 2004. The facility,
one of 12 presidential
libraries in the country, hous-
es more than 76.8 million

pages of paper documents,
1.85 million photographs and
75,000 museum artifacts
acquired during Clinton’s
presidency. Its holdings are
the largest in the 12-library
system, which is overseen by
the National Archives and
Records Administration.

“When we built this library,
we wanted to create a unique
place where people could come
and learn about America at
the turn of the 21st century
and where they would feel

engaged in that experience,”
former President Clinton said.
“In less than three years, over
1 million visitors have visited
the library and hopefully left
with a new understanding of
the United States. Terri, with
her unique blend of private
sector and nonprofit experi-
ence, is a great fit to guide the
library in the coming years.”

Garner replaces David Also-
brook, who announced his
retirement earlier this year.
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Terri Garner is shown in the Bangor Museum and Center for History,
which is undergoing renovations. Garner, director of the museum for
the last two years, will leave in November to become director of the
William J. Clinton Presidential Library in Little Rock, Ark.

Even 60 years
later, scars remain

Former Vice President
Al Gore smiles after a
news conference in Palo
Alto, Calif., on Friday. 
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BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

I
t might be difficult for the mil-
lions of tourists who flock every
summer to Bar Harbor to envi-
sion, but 60 years ago, thousands

of people were trapped in the down-
town seaside resort, desperately try-
ing to flee what resembled a bombed-
out and blackened
war zone.

The frightening
event made newspa-
per headlines across
the country and
drew hundreds of
soldiers, students and volunteers
from throughout Maine to Mount
Desert Island to help residents sur-
vive and recover.

In October 1947, a cataclysmic for-
est fire swept across 17,000 acres of
eastern Mount Desert Island and
permanently changed Bar Harbor. It
leveled the grand hotels that catered

3 of 7 UMS
campuses 
reporting 
’06 deficits 

Bangor Museum director relishes academic opportunity

Clinton library picks Mainer

BY MAL LEARY
CAPITOL NEWS SERVICE

AUGUSTA — Several temporary solutions to a
prison overcrowding problem should become per-
manent, according to the head of the state’s cor-
rectional system. 

Those include a new transition facility in Ban-
gor for female inmates and an expansion of the
Charleston Correctional Facility, said Martin Mag-
nusson, commissioner of the Maine Department
of Corrections.

“We hope the new facility for women in Bangor
will be open in the next two weeks,” Magnusson
said earlier this week. “And that should be part of
the long term; it should be continued in the budg-
et.”

One floor of the Dorothea Dix Psychiatric Cen-
ter in Bangor has been renovated over the sum-
mer for use as a transition facility for female
inmates. There are more than 140 female inmates
assigned to the women’s unit at the Maine Correc-
tional Center in Windham, which was designed to
hold a maximum of 70.

More than 30 of the inmates have less than a
year left on their sentences and would be candi-
dates to move to the new transition unit in Bangor.

The department also will recommend ongoing
funding for 18 new positions at the Maine State
Prison in Warren. Magnusson said the additional
staff has helped ease conditions at the state’s only

Crowding fix
for prisons 
may be lasting 

These images capture the futility people faced when a wild, wind-driven
fire devastated 17,000 acres of eastern Mount Desert Island in October
1947. Men armed with Indian tanks (above) appear dwarfed by the flames,
while chimneys (top, right) are the last vestiges of a group of buildings,
including the Malvern Hotel, in Bar Harbor.
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