
BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — After a second round of presenta-
tions Thursday, Bass Park remained the apparent
frontrunner in the city’s search for a home for a
new arena to replace the aging Bangor Auditori-
um.

Consultants hired by the city to analyze and
rank potential sites recommended two of five
locations during their presentation to councilors
on Wednesday. Representatives from HOK Sport +
Venue + Event suggested one of two potential
parcels at Bass Park and land on Oak Street as the
best locations for the arena.

But after looking at the pros and cons of both
of those options, HOK staffers and city officials
decided to take a closer look at Bass Park to see if
some combination of two sites there might be
best.

Bass Park takes
lead in search
for arena site

BY MARIA CHENG
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — Like UV rays
and diesel exhaust fumes, work-
ing the graveyard shift will
soon be listed as a “probable”
cause of cancer.

It is a surprising step validat-
ing a concept once considered
wacky. And it is based on
research that finds higher rates
of breast and prostate cancer
among women and men whose
workday starts after dark.

Next month, the Internation-

Night shift soon to be ‘probable’ carcinogen

BY PAMELA CONSTABLE
THE WASHINGTON POST

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan —
President Pervez Musharraf
announced Thursday that he
intended to lift emergency rule
and restore the constitution by
Dec. 16, saying he had fulfilled
his promise to bring democracy
to Pakistan and calling on polit-
ical parties to participate in
January elections.

But Musharraf, who was
sworn in as the civilian presi-
dent one day after stepping
down as chief of Pakistan’s
army, did not say he would rein-
state the senior judges he fired
this month — a key demand of
several major political parties
as well as the country’s legal
advocates and journalists.

Late Thursday, in an immedi-
ate rebuff to Musharraf, a

Musharraf sets deadline
to lift emergency rule 

BY EMMET MEARA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

T
he country is certainly ready
for a woman president, “as
long as she can do the job,”
said Donna Dennison, Knox
County sheriff.

Dennison, 55, was elected the state’s
first woman sheriff last November
despite long odds against two experi-
enced male rivals and is now settled into
her office. While she never would con-
sider herself “a feminist,” she believes
ardently that women can do virtually
any job a man can do.

After a year on the job, Dennison
admitted that there is “a lot more to it”
than appeared from the outside,
although she had been with the depart-
ment, on and off, since 1985.

She said that some of her fellow work-
ers “wondered if a woman could do this
job. This was a first for females. But
what difference does that make as long
as you can do the job?”

Cumberland County Sheriff Mark N.
Dion said Dennison asked “good, smart
questions” when she visited the Port-
land jail regarding policies, procedures
and labor laws. “I was impressed by her
inquisitiveness,” Dion said.

There is no problem among other
sheriffs regarding working with a
woman. “I have a woman jail adminis-
trator. I hire the best-qualified person. If
that person is a woman, what possible
difference could it make?” Dion said.

Are Maine voters ready to elect other
female sheriffs? “I think so,” Sheriff
Dion said.

Women already occupy other key law
enforcement jobs. Jack Murphy, training
supervisor at the Maine Criminal Jus-
tice Academy, reported that Jodie
Thomas is police chief in Buxton, Patri-
cia Arnaudin is police chief in Ogun-
quit and Lisa Beecher is police chief at
the University of Southern Maine.

Dennison said the hardest part of
her new job is dealing with the county

BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Beginning this weekend, Maine residents will
finally have an opportunity to tell state regulators
how they feel about the largest — and arguably
most controversial — development proposal in
state history.

To some, Plum Creek’s vision of nearly 1,000
house lots and two large resorts near Moosehead
Lake is a model of planned growth for areas
blessed with natural splendor but short on jobs
and economic opportunities.

To others, the additional houses, traffic and
pollution threatens to spoil the very “wilderness
character” that has earned Moosehead a spot in
the hearts of many Mainers.

Those divergent viewpoints, and many more
that fall somewhere in between, will be well rep-
resented this weekend as the Land Use Regula-
tion Commission begins its long-awaited review
of Plum Creek’s application.

The public hearing schedule will kick off at 10
a.m. Saturday at Greenville High School and

Residents to have their say
on Moosehead project

Plum Creek
hearings set
for weekend

BY WALTER GRIFFIN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BELFAST — The blizzard of paper-
work involved with processing health
care claims is like a truck buried up
to the axle in Maine mud and it’s well
past time to pull it out.

That was the analogy used by
Jonathan Bush, chairman and chief
executive officer of Massachusetts-
based athenahealth, when he
announced on Thursday his firm’s
decision to purchase a large office
building that is part of the Bank of
America complex. Athenahealth
Maine, the name of the company’s

new branch, plans to provide 100 jobs
in the next few months and create as
many as 700 jobs here within the next
few years, he said.

Bush, 38, a summer resident of
North Haven and first cousin of
President Bush, said the company
looked at sites across New England
and New York but ultimately decided
on Maine because of its strong repu-
tation for providing excellent
employees and the availability of the
Belfast facility.

The 130,000-square-foot complex is
situated on a 53-acre campus off U.S.
Route 1 and was the original building
for MBNA when it located in Belfast

in 1995. When Bank of America pur-
chased MBNA two years ago, it con-
solidated its services into another,
larger office complex on an adjacent
site. 

Athenahealth is paying $6.1 million
for the site. The purchase is expected
to be completed by the end of Febru-
ary, and the business will open short-
ly thereafter. 

“This is an incredible day for us,”
Bush told the more than 100 public
officials, business owners and area
residents who attended the morning
announcement. “We are health care.
What’s nice about what we are start-
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Knox County Sheriff Donna Dennison (center) checks in with Officer Cherisse Hamilton (left) and Sgt. Glenn Burns at the county jail in Rockland
on Thursday. Dennison became Maine’s first woman sheriff when she was elected a year ago.

DONNA DENNISON REFLECTS ON HER JOB LEADING KNOX COUNTY’S LAW ENFORCEMENT TEAM
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the life of 
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woman
sheriff
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Jonathan
Bush, founder
and CEO of
athenahealth,
speaks at a
press confer-
ence Thursday
about the
company’s
decision to
open a center
in Belfast,
which Bush
said will cre-
ate hundreds
of jobs for 
the area.
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About 3.2 million people worked overnight shifts in 2004. Blacks 
worked more irregular shifts than any other race.

*Workers over the age of 16, not all 
provided data on shift usually worked; 
includes irregular shifts.
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Health care firm to bring 100 jobs to Belfast
Athenahealth plans to employ up to 700 in future


