
BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — A political bat-
tle over moose hunting may be
brewing because of anecdotal
data suggesting that the Maine
woods may harbor up to twice
as many of the gangly creatures
as current estimates.

For years now, state wildlife
officials have put Maine’s
moose population at somewhere

between 25,000 and 30,000. Those
figures were based on a number
of factors, including aerial sur-
veys.

New figures, based on an
entirely different method of
estimating animal populations,
suggest that there could be as
many as 60,000 moose roaming
the state of Maine.

The enormous disparity
between the two estimates illus-
trates the difficulty in arriving

at an accurate count even for an
animal as large as a moose.
Revising the official count to
60,000 also could have signifi-
cant implications for the state’s
management of the moose herd,
especially when it comes to
hunting.

On Friday, the prospect of an
expanded moose hunt was a hot
topic at an annual gathering
sponsored by the Sportsman’s
Alliance of Maine. Several peo-

ple serving on a panel on the
issue cited the 60,000-moose esti-
mate as evidence that Maine’s
current moose hunting pro-
gram is outdated and inade-
quate.

Vaughn Anthony, a retired
fisheries biologist still involved
in wildlife management issues,
said he believes the state should
be issuing three to four times as
many moose permits to hunters

BY DAVID ESPO 
AND PHILIP ELLIOTT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Barack
Obama, an Iowa winner seeking New
Hampshire spoils,
faced stepped-up criti-
cism Friday from
Democratic rivals now
doubly determined to
block his rise in the
2008 presidential race.
Republican Mike Huckabee claimed
momentum for a hurried five-day pri-

mary campaign.
“This feels good,”

Obama told cheering sup-
porters after a dark-of-
night flight from Iowa,
where he trumped John
Edwards and Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton in caucuses
with a pledge to bring
change to Washington.

He said he had no plans
to revise a winning strat-

egy, but the same wasn’t so for his rivals
after an Iowa campaign almost entirely

BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Methadone-related deaths in
Maine have decreased for the
second year in a row, but
cocaine-related deaths are on
the rise, according to a new
report from the Margaret Chase
Smith Center on Public Policy
at the University of Maine. In
2005, 23 drug-related deaths
involved the presence of
cocaine, while in 2006 the num-
ber was 31. 

“Cocaine is emerging as a
very significant problem in
Maine,” researcher and profes-
sor Marcella Sorg said Friday. 

Maine Drug Enforcement
Agency director Roy McKinney
confirmed Sorg’s findings.
Cocaine and crack cocaine have

been present in Maine for many
years, he said, but in the past

two years his
agency has
seen a marked
increase. 

“About 50
percent of our
arrests and
investigations
now involve
cocaine,” McK-
inney said Fri-
day. He added
that the
amount of
cocaine seized
in drug busts
has increased
as well, includ-

ing almost a kilogram of crack
cocaine confiscated at a single

BY KEVIN G. HALL
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON — Employ-
ment slowed to its weakest
growth in more than four years,
and the unemployment rate
shot up to a higher-than-expect-
ed 5 percent, the Labor Depart-
ment reported Friday.

Amid growing fears of a
recession, the report sent stocks
skidding and foreshadowed fur-
ther interest-rate cuts by the
Federal Reserve and perhaps an
economic stimulus package
from the nation’s capital.

Job growth had been a bright
spot in an economy buffeted by

turmoil in credit markets, sky-
high energy prices and the
deepest housing slump since the
Depression. Now, many main-
stream economists put the odds
of recession this year at 50-50
because weak employment
hurts consumer spending,
which drives about two-thirds of
the U.S. economy.

“With both the magnitude
and breadth of job growth slow-
ing, we expect personal-income
growth to slow and with it con-
sumer spending,” John Silvia,
chief economist for Wachovia, a
Charlotte, N.C.-based national
bank, said in a note to investors.

BY LARRY OAKES
STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS)

INTERNATIONAL FALLS,
Minn. — Yanks with youthful
indiscretions, beware: That
faded citation for driving drunk
or smoking pot might not keep
you from becoming president of
the United States, but with post-
Sept. 11 border security, it might
keep you from visiting Canada.

Americans traditionally have
crossed into Canada with just a

few friendly questions and a
wave. But stricter anti-terror-
ism measures and Canada’s
already tougher stance on
crimes such as drunken driving
have resulted in many average
Americans getting the cold
shoulder at the border.

Just ask Bob Hohman, 54, a
computer network security ana-
lyst from Roseville, Minn.

Hohman said he quit drink-
ing after two drunken-driving
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Rich Aitken (top) delivers
jugs of water and medicine
to a Monroe resident. See
Page A8 to read a letter
from Aitken’s sister.

Thelma Firth (left) clutches
her red winter gloves 
as she sleeps in the 
Cherryfield shelter during
the 1998 ice storm.

In Mariaville (right) at the
junction of Routes 180 and
181, a sign in front of a
house pleads for relief from
a power outage. Although
Bangor Hydro-Electric Co.
crews were in the area, the
rural community north of
Ellsworth had extensive
devastation from the ice
storm in January 1998.

A decade later, readiness is the watchword 
for Mainers who learned from the weather disaster

Look for our special supplement with more photos, stories and anecdotes coming Jan. 11

Hike a perfect way
to get a leg up 
on 2008 
SPORTS D6

Self-service dog wash comes to Maine 
as spending on animal friends skyrockets 

Wet pets C1

Sorg

Republican
presidential
hopeful 
Sen. John
McCain, 
R-Ariz.,
makes a 
campaign
stop at Hollis
Pharmacy in
Hollis, N.H.,
on Friday. 
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MDEA director: Federal cuts 
bode ill for public safety, health

Cocaine deaths
seen increasing
across Maine

Unemployment
climbs as fear of
recession growsBY GEORGE CHAPPELL

OF THE NEWS STAFF

J
ohn Dority, chief engineer for the
Maine Department of Transporta-
tion, likes to remember a defining
moment that happened one night
soon after the now historic ice
storm struck Maine beginning on

Jan. 6, 1998.
“We had already been out for six to eight

hours before the storm came,” he said. “Later
on, we were in the Maine Emergency Manage-
ment Agency room in Augusta with Gov.
Angus King, and he looked at us and said,
‘The people in Maine are freezing to death.’

“He had already declared a state of emer-
gency,” Dority said. “That was all he had to

say, and we knew what we had to do.”
Tales of how emergency management per-

sonnel, utility company workers, radio
announcers and ordinary neighbors responded

after three days of
freezing precipitation
sent trees, power lines
and poles crashing to
the ground in glassy
explosions are now the
stuff of legend. More

than 300,000 households, about half the state’s
population, were left in the dark and cold,
many for days on end. Six deaths were attrib-
uted to the storm, according to state figures.

Ten years later, those experiences have been
seared into the state’s collective memory, and

Americans with minor records
get cold shoulder from Canada
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Possible increased population of iconic animal an issue for wildlife management
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