
BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Richard Greene,
the city councilor arrested and
charged with misdemeanor for-
gery earlier this month, broke a
10-day silence Tuesday, vowing
to remain on the council and
fight the charge in court.

“I’ll be vindicated of all
claims,” Greene said Tuesday
evening in a three-minute tele-
phone call from his Bangor
home.

Asked if he planned to fight
the allegations lodged against
him, Greene said, “Damn right I
am.”

During the call, Greene dis-

puted city officials’ allegations
that he attempted to defraud the
city of nearly $19,000.

Greene also said that he did
not intend to resign from the
elected position he has held for
more than five years.

“I plan on holding my seat,”
he said. 

Greene said, however, that he

would be unable to participate
in council and subcommittee
meetings until the legal issue
with the city was resolved.

“I’ve been banned from City
Hall,” he said.

Though Greene said the city
had obtained a “restraining
order” against him, City Solici-

BY ALICIA ANSTEAD
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Burton Hatlen, a literary scholar
whose subjects ranged from Shake-
speare to Stephen King and whose
teachings shaped the minds of four gen-
erations of students at the University of
Maine, died Monday at Eastern Maine
Medical Center in Bangor. He was 71. 

The cause was pneumonia, said his
family. Hatlen had undergone treat-
ment for prostate cancer during the
last decade. 

Hatlen’s doctoral dissertation was
on the 17th century English poet John

Milton, but shortly after arriving in
Orono in 1967 as an aspiring profes-
sor, he began working closely with
Carroll Terrell, founder of the

National Poetry Foundation and a
noted Ezra Pound scholar. In close
partnership with the UM English
department, Terrell and Hatlen built
the foundation into an international-
ly respected literary center for Pound
studies as well as for modern and con-
temporary poetry. In 1991, Hatlen
became director of the NPF. 

Much of the organization’s reputa-
tion was built on the publication of
two journals which Hatlen edited for
many years: Paideuma, dedicated to
Pound and later broadened to include
British and American modernism,

BY RICH HEWITT
OF THE NEWS STAFF

STONINGTON — It appears now that the peti-
tion effort to repeal the state school consolidation
law will fall short of its goal. 

Lawrence “Skip” Greenlaw, chair of the Maine
Coalition to Save Schools, said
Tuesday that the group probably
will not collect the 55,087 signa-
tures it needs to submit to the
secretary of state by Jan. 28,
which would have forced a leg-
islative vote or a statewide refer-
endum vote on the repeal issue. 

Greenlaw said, however, that
the group would continue to col-
lect signatures in hopes of send-
ing the issue to the next Legisla-
ture when it convenes in Janu-
ary 2009. 

The coalition had 31,454 signa-
tures in hand by Tuesday, and
anticipated collecting as many
as 10,000 more during the coming
week. 

“The total will grow this week to more than
40,000 as more signatures are received, but it
would be a miracle if they totaled 55,087 by Janu-
ary 28,” Greenlaw said. 

Jan. 28 is the deadline for submission of the
petition in order for the Legislature to consider it
during the current session. 
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Trash compactors spread and
crush debris on top of the Pine Tree

Landfill in Hampden on Tuesday.

Flames shoot
out of the
flare at Pine
Tree Landfill
in Hampden
on Tuesday.
The flare will
remain in
place once the
gas-to-energy
plant is up and
running and
used as a
backup to
burn methane
should the
plant need to
idle.

Pine Tree Landfillwill extract methane, 
a waste byproduct, and convert it into enough

electricity to power up to 3,000 homes
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“Burt was
more than a

teacher to
me,” said 

Bangor author
Stephen King

about his
mentor, 

Burton Hatlen
(right), a 

literary 
scholar and

University of
Maine professor

who died on 
Monday at

age 71.

See Hatlen, Page A4

“In the language of poetry,
we have a form that carries

us outside commercial
and manipulative uses 

of language.”
BURTON HATLEN, 2000

Garbage in,
energy outenergy out

L

Opponents vow to press on

Consolidation
repeal petition
short of goal

BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — An Aroostook County man con-
victed on more than a dozen charges including
drug smuggling, money laundering and Social
Security fraud was sentenced Tuesday to life in
federal prison.

Michael Pelletier, 56, of St. David also was
ordered to repay the nearly $84,000 in Social Secu-
rity payments he had received over a 30-year
period and to forfeit the more than $4.8 million he
earned from trafficking in marijuana. He also
was ordered to forfeit three residential pieces of
property, two cars, a tractor and more than
$20,000 in cash.

Pelletier collected between $400 and $500 a
month in disability payments because he has
been confined to a wheelchair since he was
injured in an accident at age 11.

“It is striking that you ran a sophisticated drug
operation from your wheelchair,” U.S. District
Judge John Woodcock said Tuesday. “That makes
the court wonder what you could have done if you
had turned to legitimate endeavors.”

Pelletier showed no emotion as he was sen-
tenced and did not address the court.

It was his previous convictions in state court

Maine judge notes
multiple convictions
for fraud, trafficking

Smuggler
given life 
sentence

UM scholar Hatlen, mentor to Stephen King, dies at 71

BY TONI-LYNN ROBBINS
OF THE NEWS STAFF

L
andfill gas will be
responsible for lighting
2,000 to 3,000 homes
within the New Eng-
land power grid by the
end of the week.

Crews at the Pine Tree Land-
fill in Hampden on Monday start-
ed testing the first engine in the
$6 million gas-to-energy project,
and had moved on to the second
one Tuesday, according to Dan
Dutile, environmental technician
for Casella Waste Systems Inc.,
the company that owns the land-
fill. After tweaking the first
engine for hours Monday, the
generator produced a half-
megawatt of electricity for 10
minutes, he said.

Dutile said he hopes to start
and make adjustments to the
third and final engine either
today or Thursday. 

Once all the flaws are identi-
fied and repaired, the engines are
expected to produce more than 2
megawatts of electricity by Fri-
day, Dutile said. By next week,

See Energy, Page A2
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Alex Dyer (left) and Jim Dimillo, plant operators working for Bluewater Energy Solutions of Atlanta, Ga.,
bleed air from one of three 20-cylinder engines at Pine Tree Landfill on Tuesday.

Bangor councilor: ‘I’ll be vindicated’


