
BY DAVID ESPO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Sen. John McCain seized
command of the race for the Republican presi-
dential nomination Tuesday night, winning dele-
gate-rich primaries in all
regions of the country. Democ-
ratic rivals Hillary Rodham
Clinton and Barack Obama
traded victories in an epic
coast-to-coast struggle with no
end in sight.

Clinton won the biggest
state, California, for the
Democrats, capitalizing on
support from Hispanic voters.

McCain led the Republican
race in the Golden State, hop-
ing to inflict a crushing blow
on his closest pursuer, former
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Rom-
ney.

“We’ve won some of the
biggest states in the country,”
McCain told cheering support-
ers at a rally in Phoenix after
pocketing victories in all
regions. An underdog for
months, he proclaimed himself
the front-runner at last and added. “I don’t really
mind it one bit.”

With 497 delegates, the Arizona senator was
more than 40 percent of the way to the 1,191 need-
ed for the nomination — and far ahead of his
rivals in that competition that counted most.

Even so, Mike Huckabee and Mitt Romney
said they were staying in the race.

Neither Clinton nor Obama proclaimed over-
all victory on a Super Tuesday that sprawled
across 22 states and with good reason.

“I look forward to continuing our campaign
and our debate about how to leave this country
better off for the next generation,” said the for-
mer first lady, looking ahead to the primaries
and caucuses yet to come.

Obama was in Chicago, where he told a noisy
election night rally, “Our time has come. Our
movement is real. And change is coming to
America.”

McCain, the early Republican front-runner
whose campaign nearly unraveled six months ago,
won in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Mis-
souri, Delaware and his home state of Arizona —

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MACHIAS — A monthlong
investigation into circumstances
surrounding the death of an
Eastport man has concluded that
a local hospital must correct a
number of deficiencies in its poli-
cies and procedures.

The 73-page document,
obtained Tuesday by the Bangor
Daily News, comes a little more
than a month after Reid Emery,
61, was released from Down East

Community Hospital on the
snowy evening of Jan. 1 and
found dead the next day in a near-
by snowbank.

The report includes a “state-
ment of deficiencies” prepared
by the Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Services and a “plan of
correction” offered by Down East
Community Hospital. 

CMS, a division of the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services, oversees
health care coverage at U.S. hos-
pitals and ensures compliance

with certain federal regula-
tions. 

The state-
ment of defi-
ciencies pre-
pared by the
CMS regional
office in Boston
said that the
hospital was
out of compli-
ance with
Medicare conditions of partici-
pation. It specified, among other
points, that the hospital failed to

adequately meet the needs of the
patient, that there was no evi-
dence physicians followed hospi-
tal policy concerning discharge
of patients, and no evidence that
nursing staff followed policies
concerning suicide precautions
and discharge of patients.

The statement includes inter-
views with numerous hospital
staff members, who were not
identified by name but oversaw
Emery’s care while he was a
patient at DECH.

The following is a summary of

that document, which was
obtained from CMS through a
Maine Freedom of Access
request.

When Emery was admitted to
the Machias hospital on Dec. 28,
he had been suffering from
chronic abdominal pain for sev-
eral months. He also exhibited
symptoms of anxiety and depres-
sion. 

Before his admittance, Emery
already was taking a host of med-
ications, including Trazodone, a
sedative and antidepressant,

Valium, another sedative, and
Fentanyl, a powerful painkiller.

An interview with one of his
physicians indicated that on
New Year’s Eve, Emery was
“getting Demerol [another
painkiller] every hour and
requesting it adamantly.”

According to the statement,
he also told a nurse he thought
he had AIDS and at one point
said he wanted to get a gun and
kill himself because of the pain
he was experiencing.

BY WALTER GRIFFIN
OF THE NEWS STAFF

L incolnville residents are so upset with the
conditions of two state highways running
through this coastal town that they are peti-
tioning officials to withhold state fees until

something is done about the tire-jarring, nerve-
wracking situation.

The petitions ask the Select Board to “cease any
and all payments” to the state until Routes 52 and
235 are properly repaired. Payments that would be
withheld come from automobile registrations and
hunting and fishing licenses, among other sources. 

The petitions are in businesses all over town and
have drawn a lot of interest. The deeply rutted high-
ways which are pockmarked with potholes and
cracks also have inspired the creation of bumper
stickers.

“The petitions are being signed by everybody in
town, and the bumper stickers are selling like hot
cakes,” said Laurie Start, an employee at Drake’s

Corner Store on Route 52. “We keep selling out, and
he keeps bringing us more.”

The $3 bumper stickers carry slogans such as
“Sorry I’m late, I took Route 52” and the more graph-
ic “Route 52 sucks.”

Justin Doan, who created the bumper stickers,
said he resorted to humor out of frustration over
how the roads were allowed to deteriorate. At the
time he was unaware of the petition and the peti-
tioners were unaware of him. He already has sold
100 and will have an additional 60 on the street today.

“I noticed an awful lot of chatter on the subject,
and I thought maybe we could get something done in
a different way,” he said. “It seemed like the appro-
priate things weren’t being done so I thought I’d
escalate the chatter. It’s not normal to let a road
deteriorate to that point.” 

Petition organizer Andy Young said the idea to
withhold payments to the state had “been kicking
around amongst a lot of people for quite some time.”
Young said that the two state highways were in
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BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

INDIAN ISLAND — Gov.
John Baldacci is going against
his word by saying he will veto
the Penobscot Nation’s proposal
to operate slot machines on
Indian Island and not agreeing
to move an amended bill to ref-
erendum without a citizen-initi-
ated petition, according to
Penobscot Nation Chief Kirk
Francis.

“We spent months cultivating

the amendments to please him,”
Francis said Tuesday. “We see
eye to eye on a lot of things. I
just don’t get where he’s coming
from on this.”

The amended bill, approved
by a legislative committee on
Monday, was a compromise that
decreased the proposed number
of slot machines from 400 to 100
and reduced the hours of opera-
tion. 

The typical way to get a refer-
endum question on the ballot is
through a citizen-initiated peti-

tion, which requires a certain
number of sig-
natures of reg-
istered voters.

Francis said
Tuesday that
one of the rea-
sons the bill
was amended
and carried
over from the
previous leg-
islative ses-
sion was because Baldacci said
he would agree to send it to ref-

erendum without the required
signatures.

“His office asked us to carry
it over,” Francis said. “The bill
was reformulated for what our
needs are here, as well as the
current political palate.”

David Farmer, a spokesman
for Baldacci, said Tuesday that
the bill was held over to await
the results of the referendum
regarding the Passamaquoddy
Tribe’s proposal to operate a
gaming facility in Washington
County. If that referendum had

passed, Baldacci would have
reconsidered the Penobscots’
request, Farmer said.

“I think the referendum last
year was a pretty clear indica-
tion that the public doesn’t sup-
port the expansion of gam-
bling,” he said.

Francis said it’s not fair to
compare the Washington Coun-
ty proposal with what the
Penobscots are trying to accom-
plish.

Since Baldacci took office,

Governor’s veto threat goes against promise, tribe says

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY GABOR DEGRE

Alexandra Doan of Lincolnville shows off one of the bumper stickers her husband, Justin, came up with as a joke about the bad road conditions in
the Lincolnville area. In addition to the Doans’ comments about the roads, another resident, Andy Young, started circulating a petition in town 
asking the Select Board to withhold fees, such as those raised through automobile registrations, from the state until two state highways in town
are fixed.
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Lincolnville residents are pushing 
a petition to withhold fees to the state until
Routes 52 and 235 are properly repaired

See Gaming, Page A10

Emery

“The petitions are being signed by everybody in town.” 
LAURIE START, AN EMPLOYEE AT DRAKE’S CORNER STORE ON ROUTE 52

L

See Petition, Page A10

Hospital ‘deficiencies’ cited in man’s death

See DECH, Page A10

Tuesday
super for
McCain
campaign

See Voting, Page A6

Clinton, Obama swap
states in battle of Dems


