
BY CARYN ROUSSEAU
AND DEANNA BELLANDI
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DEKALB, Ill. — A former stu-
dent dressed in black opened
fire with a shotgun and two
handguns from the stage of a
lecture hall at Northern Illinois
University on Thursday, killing
five students and injuring 16
others before committing sui-
cide, authorities said.

The gunman fatally shot four
women and a man in a “brief,
rapid-fire assault” that sent ter-
rified students running for
cover, university President
John Peters said. Four died at
the scene, including the gun-
man, and the other two died at a
hospital, he said. Two victims
were in critical condition.

Investigators did not know
what led the gunman, a former
NIU graduate student in sociol-

ogy, to spray bullets at the geolo-
gy class instructor and dozens
of students in the large hall
around 3 p.m.

“I kept thinking, ‘Oh God,
he’s going to shoot me. Oh God,
I’m dead. I’m dead. I’m dead,”’
said Desiree Smith, a senior
journalism major who dropped
to the floor near the back of the
auditorium.

“People were crawling on
each other, trampling each

BY ANNE RAVANA
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Bangor-area residents are beginning
to think about how they will spend the
tax rebates President Bush signed into
law Wednesday, and many seem to be
sure of one thing: They will not splurge
on themselves.

The $170 billion economic stimulus
package will send at least $300 to almost
everyone who earns a paycheck or
receives Social Security or veterans ben-

efits. People paying income taxes could
get up to $600 per individual, $1,200 per
couple and $300 per child. Checks or
automatic deposits are due to arrive
beginning in May.

In order to receive the rebate, families
must file taxes for 2007. That includes
senior citizens who do not normally file
taxes.

Congress and the president pushed
through the stimulus package in hopes
that Americans would go out and spend

Many residents plan to pay
bills with federal rebate check

BY JENNIFER C. KERR
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — At least 555
people — including more than
100 children — died in all-ter-
rain vehicle accidents in 2006, a
federal agency reported Thurs-
day.

Government safety officials
expect the number to go much
higher as they receive informa-
tion from coroners and hospi-
tals nationwide.

The Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission estimated that
an additional 146,600 people
were treated in emergency

rooms for ATV-related injuries
— more than a quarter of them
children.

The agency said it knew of
106 reported deaths in Maine
from 1982 to 2006.

Consumer groups and par-
ents who have lost children in
crashes have complained for
years about the safety of the
popular off-road vehicles.

The industry contends it’s
not the ATV but the driver that’s
the problem.

“ATVs have never been shown
to be an unsafe product, but
there have been bad decisions

BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — Niall Clarke’s
journey to a local bank, where
he pointed a loaded gun at bank
tellers and fled with more than
$10,000 in cash, began with a
chance encounter in a Boston
bar with a Maine Bureau of
Motor Vehicles official on St.
Patrick’s Day 2006.

Robert O’Connell, the BMV’s

director of licensing services,
helped Clarke obtain a Maine
driver’s license believing the
Irishman was in the country
illegally, court documents
reveal. Clarke’s visa expired two
weeks after he obtained a Maine
driver’s license in April 2006.

O’Connell did not know
Clarke intended to use the dri-
ver’s license to buy a gun in
Brewer and brandish it while
robbing the Bank of America

branch on Bangor Mall Boule-
vard on Oct. 4, 2006. Clarke was
arrested on Interstate 95
moments after bank employees
provided police with the license
plate number of his getaway
car.

Clarke, 27, is scheduled to be
sentenced Tuesday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Bangor. Under the
federal sentencing guidelines,
the native of Kilrush, County
Clare, Ireland, is facing 10 years

in prison, give or take a few
months.

He pleaded guilty on Jan. 2,
2007, to armed bank robbery,
brandishing a firearm during a
crime of violence, lying on an
application to buy a gun and
unlawful possession of a
firearm.

The story of how Clarke got
the license he used as ID to pur-
chase the gun is outlined in the
federal prosecutor’s sentencing

memorandum
that was filed late Monday in
federal court in Bangor.

Clarke, who was living and
working as a carpenter in

Boston in March 2006, told
O’Connell that he was having
trouble getting a license in
Massachusetts because of his
illegal immigration status.
O’Connell told Clarke, accord-
ing to court documents, that if
he were living in Maine, he
would be able to get a license.
The men exchanged e-mail
addresses and over the next
month O’Connell told Clarke
how to get a license in Maine.

O’Connell, who still heads the
licensing division, went further,
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On a snowy night in Machias, Reid Emery checked himself out
of a hospital. It was the last time he was seen alive. Authorities

are trying to piece together the circumstances of his death.
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“I typically
hear ‘pay bills’
or ‘save it,’”
Matthew Nye
(left) of TMATT
Tax & Financial
said of what
his clients plan
to do with
their federal
tax rebates.
Here Nye
helps Laura
Better of Old
Town with her
family’s taxes
at his Bangor
office Thurs-
day.
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BY DIANA GRAETTINGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MACHIAS — More than six weeks
after Reid Emery left a local hospital,
walked out into a blizzard alone and
died, police still are investigating what
happened.

In late December, Emery of Eastport
was taken by ambulance to Down East
Community Hospital suffering from
stomach pains. Six days later, he was
discovered dead under a blanket of
snow a few hundred feet from the hos-
pital’s front door.

No one knows what Emery’s last few
moments were like, but there are offi-
cial records and eyewitness accounts of
what happened the snowy night of Jan.
1, when the 61-year-old man disap-
peared from the 50-bed health care facil-

ity in this Washington County town.
As of Thursday, police still were

gathering information on Emery’s dis-
appearance and death. Machias Police
Chief Grady Dwelley said he had two
more people in Penobscot County to
interview.

Since that cold January night, the
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices has cited Down East Community
Hospital for “deficiencies” in its poli-
cies and procedures, and the hospital
has offered a “plan of correction.”

In a statement issued last week, the
hospital expressed condolences to the
Emery family but has declined to com-
ment further because of continuing
investigations.

Tests on Emery’s body conducted by
the state medical examiner were pend-
ing Thursday. The Washington County

district attorney and the state Attorney
General’s Office were waiting for more
information to determine whether a
criminal investigation is warranted.
Deputy Attorney General William
Stokes said last week that, based on the
information the office had received so
far, no charges were expected.

Meanwhile, family and friends are
left wondering what happened that
night.

What went wrong
It appears almost everything that

possibly could go wrong for Emery did.
At 8:15 p.m. Tuesday, he checked him-
self out of the hospital against medical
advice. He left the building wearing
jeans, a flannel shirt and slippers. He
was without his winter jacket. He

See Emery, Page A5

License helps man obtain weapon

36,650 children were treated in ERs

555 deaths on ATVs 
reported for 2006
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Kahlia Lofquist, a Northern 
Illinois University freshman,
calls her sister to let her know
she is OK after a shooting on
the DeKalb campus Thursday.

Maine official’s unwitting assistance preceded bank robbery

Ex-student
opens fire in
lecture hall

Shooter kills
5, himself at
Illinois school


