
BY ANITA SNOW
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HAVANA — Cuba’s parliament named
Raul Castro president on Sunday, ending
nearly 50 years of rule by his brother
Fidel but leaving the island’s communist
system unshaken.

In a surprise move, officials bypassed
younger candidates to name a 77-year-
old revolutionary leader, Jose Ramon
Machado, to Cuba’s No. 2 spot — appar-
ently assuring the old guard that no sig-
nificant political changes will be made
soon.

The retirement of the ailing 81-year-
old president caps a career in which he
frustrated efforts by 10 U.S. presidents to
oust him.

Raul Castro, 76, stressed that his
brother remains “commander in chief ”
even if he is not president and proposed
to consult with Fidel on all major deci-
sions of state — a motion approved by
acclamation.

Though the succession was not likely
to bring a major shift in the communist
government policies that have put Cuba
at odds with the United States, many

BY FRANCIS X. QUINN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA — As the state revenue
forecasting team sits down to update its
budget-governing estimates today, Gov.
John Baldacci already has penciled in a
number.

Before heading off Friday for the week-
end session of the National Governors
Association in Washington, D.C., Baldacci
said he expected an already diagnosed $95
million budget gap to more than double.

“A little bit higher than $200 million
overall,” the Democratic chief executive
predicted.

Baldacci’s guess topped an earlier pre-
diction circulated by leaders of the Leg-
islature’s Appropriations Committee,
whose members will have to review and
render recommendations on whatever
package the governor puts forth to bring
the state’s $6.3 billion General Fund
budget for the current two-year cycle
back into balance.

Baldacci sees $200M budget gap
in wake of new revenue forecast

BY CLARKE CANFIELD
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LEWISTON — Safaa Wadi moved
to this former mill city after his life
was threatened in his native Iraq
while serving as an interpreter for
the U.S. Army. He expects to head
back to Iraq soon — not as a civilian
interpreter, but as a U.S. soldier.

Wadi arrived in the United States
in September with a special immi-
grant visa for Iraqi and Afghan inter-
preters. But with his savings nearly
depleted and unable to land a decent
job, Wadi enlisted in the Army. He
begins training in South Carolina on
Monday.

Wadi isn’t worried about returning
to Iraq, where many of his country-
men considered him a traitor because
he worked with American forces. His
allegiance is now to the United States,
he says.

“I want to serve this country
because this country returned to me

my life,” Wadi said. “If I had stayed in
Iraq, I’d be dead now.”

In the modest two-bedroom apart-
ment Wadi shares with three other
Iraqi immigrants, the walls are bare
except for photos taken in the Iraq
desert of him and other interpreters
with U.S. soldiers, all dressed in mili-
tary fatigues. He points to a fellow
Iraqi interpreter who is smiling for
the camera. “He was killed,” he said.

Iraqi interpreters working for U.S.
forces often face grave danger. They
receive instant messages on their cell
phones threatening harm to them or
their families. Some of their cars get
blown up. Some get shot. Some are
killed.

The United States responded by

increasing from 50 to 500 the annual
number of interpreters from Iraq and
Afghanistan who were allowed to
immigrate here in the last two fiscal
years. Wadi jumped at the chance,
becoming one of 1,880 applicants for
the slots, immigration officials say.

Through the program, he and 13
others have moved to Lewiston and
neighboring Auburn, ready to live the
American dream. For many, though,
the realities of life in the U.S. have
fallen short of their hopes.

The men — some single, others
married with children — have had a
hard time finding work. There’s no
market here for Arab interpreters, so
they’re learning to write resumes,

Iraqi interpreter in Maine enlists 
in Army, expects to serve back home

BY ERNIE CLARK
OF THE NEWS STAFF 

BANGOR — It’s difficult enough
to defeat the Calais boys basketball
team when it’s playing just an aver-

age game. 
But when

the Blue Dev-
ils execute
of fensively

like they did in Saturday night’s
Eastern Maine Class C champi-
onship game —forget about it. 

Senior forward Rod Tirrell scored
23 points and senior guard Sam Bell
added 21 points and seven assists as

top-ranked Calais shot 66 percent
from the field to earn its third
straight regional title with a 77-54
victory over No. 2 Lee Academy at
the Bangor Audito-
rium. 

“Our big-time
players came to
play tonight,” said
Calais coach Ed
Leeman. “Sammy
stepped up and led
us, and then everybody else followed
on his coattails. He made some
tough shots for us, and then every-
body started playing with confi-
dence.” 

The win was the 63rd straight for
Calais, which will take a 19-0 record
this season to next Saturday night’s
state final in Augusta against
Winthrop in search of the pro-
gram’s third consecutive gold ball. 

Lee, which got 16 points each from
Hakeem Rodriguez and Jarred Bing-
ham and 11 from Luis Medina, fin-
ished with a 15-6 record. 

These teams had had two highly
competitive regular-season meet-
ings with Calais rallying in the
fourth quarter for a six-point win in
its season opener and then edging
the Pandas by seven in late January. 

But in the meeting that mattered

most, there was no late-game drama. 
With Bell making 10 of 14 shots

from the field, Tirrell 8 of 9 overall
and 4 of 5 from 3-point land and jun-
ior forward Cal Shorey making all
six of his field-goal attempts en
route to a 13-point night, Calais
made 33 of 50 shots — including 20
of 27 after intermission. 

“Once we got behind, we had to go
after them,” said Lee coach Randy
Harris. “We struggled enough guard-
ing them in the 42-foot half-court,
and in the full-court they attacked
the middle, made good passes and
got themselves good shots.” 

BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MACHIAS — Sheriff Donnie Smith of the
Washington County Sheriff ’s Department has
ordered his staff members not to work with the
Maine Drug Enforcement Agency until further
notice.

Smith made the order in a memorandum that
was sent out Friday to his department’s patrol
deputies and other law enforce-
ment officers.

“Until further notice all oper-
ations with Maine Drug
Enforcement Agency are sus-
pended,” the memo reads. “No
personnel from the Washington
County Sheriff ’s Office will par-
ticipate in any operation involv-
ing Maine Drug Enforcement.”

On Sunday, Smith said a DVD
he recently acquired that shows
an MDEA agent engaged in “disturbing” behav-
ior is the reason behind his decision. He declined
to identify the agent.

“The entire agency’s credibility is in question
until this is cleared up,” Smith said Sunday dur-
ing a phone interview with the Bangor Daily
News. “The whole thing is inappropriate. It’s very
damaging, I think.” 

Smith said the video is about two hours long
and is believed to have been recorded in the sum-
mer of 2006. It shows an MDEA agent, in an
apparent attempt at humor, flashing his badge,
drinking a beer and then driving off in a car.

It also shows the agent and others discharging
weapons and engaged in activity Smith called
“indecent exposure.” One of the other people in
the two-year-old video is a man who recently was
convicted and sentenced for possession of child
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The Calais Blue Devils, including (front, from left) Jordan Leeman, Nathan O’Neill and Samuel Bell, celebrate their 77-54 win over Lee Academy for the
Eastern Maine Class C championship Saturday at the Bangor Auditorium.
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“After the Army, I hope to go to an American 
university, get a job and be a productive citizen.” 

SAFAA WADI, IRAQI IMMIGRANT

Smith

Cuba’s acting
president,
Raul Castro,
flashes the
victory sign
during a 
session of
Cuba’s 
National
Assembly in
Havana on
Sunday.
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Raul Castro succeeds older brother
Fidel to become president of Cuba


