
BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

INDIAN TOWNSHIP — After
years of murmurs and outright
accusations of financial impro-
prieties against him, former
Passamaquoddy tribal Gov.
Robert L. Newell was indicted
Wednesday by federal prosecu-
tors.

Newell, who most recently

served as tribal governor at
Indian Township from 2002 to
2006, faces 30 counts in the
indictment. Also indicted on 21
similar charges is James J.
Parisi Jr., 45, of Portland, who
served as Indian Township’s
finance director from 2003 to
2006, according to a prepared
statement released Thursday by
U.S. Attorney Paula Silsby.

The charges against both

men include conspiracy to
defraud the United States, mis-
application of federal and tribal
funds, making false statements
and making fraudulent claims. 

According to the indictment,
the tribal government at Indian
Township received more than $7
million in federal funds
between Oct. 1, 2002, and Sept.
30, 2006. Of that amount, nearly
$1.7 million was misapplied by

Newell and Parisi for uses not
allowed by federal law, the
indictment indicates.

Among some of the improper
uses of the funds were “hono-
raria” payments made to the
governor, lieutenant governor,
tribal council members and cer-
tain senior employees that were
based on vacation time and paid
in addition to their regular

BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
OF THE NEWS STAFF

She has no technical expertise
or training, but when it comes
to her daughter’s homicide,
Pamela McLain is by far the

case’s most ardent investigator.
That’s why McLain, 61, of East

Millinocket was disappointed but ulti-
mately not deterred that the state
Attorney General’s Office recently
declined her request to exhume the

body of her daughter, Joyce McLain,
who was killed 27 years ago.

“I don’t have a choice but to do this,”
McLain said Thursday. “I am fighting
for my daughter. She is laying in the
ground, and she can’t protect herself.
She can’t speak for herself. She can’t
say if there’s anything [evidentiary]
down there with her, so I have to try
and find out.”

Citing recommendations from the
Maine State Police Crime Laboratory
and the state’s chief medical examiner,

Deputy Attorney General William R.
Stokes said the chance of getting for-
eign DNA relevant to the case, per
McLain’s request, “is virtually nonex-
istent.

“Given the fact that 27 years have
now passed since your daughter’s
death and burial, the amount of bacte-
rial degradation would be significant
and would destroy any foreign DNA
that might exist,” Stokes wrote in a let-
ter to McLain dated March 3.

State declines request to exhume Joyce McLain’s body

BY CLARKE CANFIELD
AND BRIAN BERGSTEIN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND — At first, it
sounded like another in a long
line of credit card breaches: Up
to 4.2 million account numbers
were stolen by thieves who
cracked computers at Han-
naford Bros. Co., an Eastern
supermarket chain.

But the specifics of the crime,
revealed this week, included
some troubling twists that
might expose big holes in the
payment industry’s security
standards.

For one thing, Hannaford
said the sensitive data were
exposed when shoppers swiped
their cards at checkout line
machines and the information
was transmitted to banks for
approval.

While thieves have common-

ly pilfered payment card data
sitting in databases maintained
by merchants or card proces-
sors, the Hannaford episode
appears to represent a new line
of attack: the first large-scale
piracy of card data while the
information was in transit.

“Catching data on the move is
a bit more challenging,” said
Aaron Bills, chief operating
officer at 3Delta Systems Inc., a
transaction processing firm in
Chantilly, Va. He compared it to
robbing a truckload of mer-

BY DIANA BOWLEY
OF THE NEWS STAFF

DOVER-FOXCROFT — A
friendship over the Internet
that started off innocently
enough ended in disaster for
one local woman.

The woman, who agreed to an
interview as long as she was not
identified, said she lost about
$20,000 to a scam. Carla, as she
will be known here, also could

have been charged with forgery
for attempting to cash bogus

bills sent to her
by the scam-
mer.

Both the
Dover-Foxcroft
Police Depart-
ment and the

Secret Service of Portland con-
firmed they are investigating
the case.

Internet friendship leads
to loss of $20,000 in scam BY CHARLES BABINGTON

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The news just
keeps getting worse for Republicans
in this year’s campaigns for Con-
gress.

When New York Rep. Tom
Reynolds announced he was retiring
Thursday, that made it 26 current
GOP lawmakers who are calling it
quits, opening up chances for
Democrats this November. Only
seven seats are being given up by the
Democrats, who see bright opportu-
nities to fatten their majority in the

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

MACHIAS — Police believe
thieves are using pumps to
relieve businesses in western
Washington County of hun-
dreds of gallons of fuel, a trend
that is causing financial
headaches for many Down East.

“Basically, we see this every
winter, but last winter and this
one in particular we’ve seen a
big increase,” Sgt. Travis Willey
of the Washington County
Sheriff ’s Office said Thursday.
“Traditionally, we see people
stealing it for themselves, but
now it seems we have someone
stealing large amounts of oil
and then reselling it.”

The Sheriff ’s Office and
Maine State Police are investi-
gating numerous thefts of

diesel fuel and heating fuel in
the last few weeks, including
nearly 600 gallons alone from

C h e r r y f i e l d
Foods, a pro-
cessing plant. 

A
spokesman for
C h e r r y f i e l d
Foods declined
Thursday to
comment on
the fuel thefts,
but at $4 a gal-
lon, that’s

nearly $2,500 right there, Willey
said.

“It’s amounting to a lot of
money for some places,” he said.
“And there are some thefts that
aren’t being reported.”

Construction crews working
on the Route 1A bridge over the

SOURCE: U.S. Congress AP

Currently, the GOP has 22 
more House seats open than
Democrats. In the Senate, 
Republicans have five more 
open seats. 

Senate 

House

227 170

49 44

5

28

6 4*

2**

435 seats 
total

100 seats 
total

Democrats

Republican Open seats

NOTE: Open seats have no 
incumbents on the ballot in the 
fall. Some vacant seats will be 
filled before November by 
special elections.

*Vacant seats **Independents
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY KEVIN BENNETT

Pam McLain (above), mother of homicide victim Joyce McLain, has kept a candle in the window of her East Millinocket home for more
than 20 years. The candle represents her love for her daughter and the hope that Joyce’s killing will be solved. “I’m not giving up,” she
said Thursday. “I’ve been an advocate for her and I’m going to continue to be an advocate because I want to see justice done for her, the
community and for myself.” McLain holds a framed picture of Joyce (top) on Thursday.
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