
BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
OF THE NEWS STAFF

TERRITORY 5, RANGE 8 — A retired
Great Northern Paper Co. millwright and
pipe fitter, 68-year-old Dennis Ballard has
summered in a small camp overlooking the
Penobscot River’s East Branch since 1969.

The camp itself isn’t perfect. It’s a simple
24-by-24-foot building with outdoor plumb-
ing, a wood stove and propane gas heating,
but its deck goes right to the edge of the
river, and the view, Ballard said, is heaven-
ly.

“It’s very remote, really,” Ballard said.
“In summertime there’s a few vehicles, but
not many. You could snowmobile in winter-
time and fish and whatnot. Just the outdoor
part of it is great.”

But that tradition will come to an end

starting July 1 because environmentalist
Roxanne Quimby plans to terminate the
leases of Ballard and four other camp own-

ers a year from that date,
Ballard and the other
leaseholders said. 

Quimby and Bart
DeWolf, the science direc-
tor of Quimby’s nonprofit
land conservation founda-
tion, Elliotsville Planta-
tion, could not be reached
for comment on Tuesday
or Wednesday.

The leaseholders say the
terminations are the final phase of a grad-
ual process that began when she bought the
land in 2003. With plans to move out before
the end of the year, most of them expect that
this summer will be their last by the river. 

“I am heartbroken, of course,” said
Muriel Fortier, 92, of Winthrop, who leases
a camp near Ballard’s. “I have been living
off the land and alone for the last 15 to 18
years, and it’s been my lifeline up there. I
am just this month turning 93, and I am
going back up this summer, but that will be
it.”

Ballard said, “We used to hunt, four-
wheel or snowsled up here, but you can’t do
any of those things since she has taken
over.

“I have a lot of memories there, and had
a lot of fun. I just hate walking away and
leaving everything,” said Ballard, who lives
in Hermon. 

A laudable but controversial quest
Quimby purchased the 24,000-acre T5 R8

For wilderness camp leaseholders, Roxanne Quimby is Public Enemy No. 1

‘She has hurt so many people’

BY GEORGE CHAPPELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

WARREN — A 47-year-old
inmate at the Maine State
Prison believes being able to
register to vote is a way of
speaking up.

“If you don’t speak up,
nobody will hear you,” said
Jack Desrosiers. “It’s definitely
important.”

Desrosiers, serving 18
months for writing bad checks,
was one of 200 inmates at the
prison Wednesday who took
part in a voter registration
drive conducted by the National
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People in
Maine. Prisoners were allowed

to be interviewed between 1 and
3 p.m. about the drive.

“I’m not very knowledgeable
about the issues,” said Charles
Jones, 32, of Portland, who is
serving a 70-year term for mur-
der. “I was 20 when I came here,
and one of the things that led to
coming in here was that I didn’t
have much involvement with
society.” 

Jones, who is taking college
courses, sees short-term prison-
ers leave without having
changed their attitudes, and he
sees them return. He believes
that education and political
awareness will help prisoners
reduce the rate of recidivism.

“That’s why this drive is

BY JOSEF FEDERMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JERUSALEM — Israel and
Syria unexpectedly announced
Wednesday the resumption of
peace talks after an eight-year
break, saying they have been
speaking indirectly through
Turkish mediators “in order to
achieve the goal of comprehen-
sive peace.”

The longtime adversaries
each have something to gain
from the dialogue. Israel wants
to reduce Syrian support for
anti-Israel militants in Gaza
and Lebanon, while Syria is
eager to improve ties with the
U.S. and end its international
isolation.

But many obstacles, includ-

ing a skeptical Israeli public
opposed to ceding the strategic
Golan Heights to Syria, a scan-
dal-plagued Israeli prime minis-
ter and Syria’s providing a
home base for radical militant

groups, will make it difficult to
reach a deal.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert and Syrian President
Bashar Assad both recently con-

Israel, Syria
revive peace
negotiations

BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Staff at the Land Use Regula-
tion Commission are recom-
mending that
Plum Creek
change the
scope of sever-
al proposed
subdivisions
near Moose-
head Lake and
be required to complete several
large conservation deals before
any houses go up.

But critics of Plum Creek’s

plan say they are disappointed
that LURC staff did not recom-
mend reducing the total number
of house lots or removing plans
for a controversial resort near
Lily Bay.

Plum Creek officials, mean-
while, said they were still ana-
lyzing the impact of what they
called “significant” potential
changes to their plan.

“We’re pretty surprised to see
numerous recommended
changes to the plan,” said Luke
Muzzy, a key architect of the
proposal.

The staff recommendation, a

127-page document released late
Tuesday, will be the subject of
detailed discussions next week
when state regulators begin
debating the merits of the
largest development proposal in
Maine history. A final vote is not
expected until late summer or

early fall, at the soonest.
Plum Creek is seeking LURC

authorization for 975 house lots
and 1,050 “accommodations” at
two resorts, one on Big Moose
Mountain and the other on Lily
Bay. A resort accommodation
could be anything from a hotel

room to a single-family house
on the resort grounds.

LURC staff and consultants
recommended no changes to
those figures. They did, howev-
er, suggest reducing the number
of house lots on Long Pond west
of Moosehead from 110 to 55.
Wilderness guides and some
outdoor enthusiasts had urged
the commission to eliminate or
scale back development on Long
Pond.

The recommendation also
calls for removing nearly 3,000
acres from the 4,358-acre Lily

LURC urges Plum Creek changes

BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

ELLSWORTH — A student at
the University of Maine in
Orono died Wednesday morning
from injuries he suffered after
apparently setting himself on
fire the night before in a wooded
area off Nicolin Road, accord-
ing to officials.

Stephen McCausland,
spokesman for
the Maine
Department of
Public Safety,
said Wednes-
day afternoon
that Alex
Whitney, 18, of
Far mington,
Conn., died
s o m e t i m e
W e d n e s d a y
morning at
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
in Boston. 

Whitney was found at about 7
p.m. Tuesday sitting in the mid-
dle of a woods road off Nicolin
Road by two motorists who went
to the area after seeing smoke,
according to officials. The
woods road, which runs under
power lines just east of the for-
mer Calais Branch railroad
line, is known locally as Duck
Pond Road.

Whitney, who suffered burns
to more than 60 percent of his
body, is believed to have inten-
tionally set the fire after dous-
ing himself with gasoline,
according to a statement
released Wednesday morning
by the Maine Department of
Public Safety.
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Friends gather at the camp of Galen Humphrey (center, in blue) for an early evening cookout Monday. Humphrey is one of the camp
owners who will dismantle their camps in accordance with the wishes of the new landowner, Roxanne Quimby. Humphrey had hoped to
pass the camp on to his grandson someday.
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The price of regular gas
passed the $4-a-gallon mark
in Calais on Wednesday.

State panel’s recommendations for 
Moosehead Lake region project include 

downsizing Lily Bay development, reducing
number of Long Pond lots
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Israeli soldiers look in the direction of Syria from an observation
point at an army post from the 1967 war on Mount Bental in the
Golan Heights on Wednesday. 
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BY DIANA GRAETTINGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

CALAIS — Angela How-
land wants to buy a horse
and Gail Cottrell plans to
ride her bike to work now
that gasoline prices in this

border
community
have
topped the
$4 mark for
regular
unleaded.

“It
makes me sick,” Howland
said Wednesday.

“It hurts my wallet in a
bad way,” said the jewelry
store employee. Then, as if
the revelation had just
occurred to her, she added,
“I’m buying a horse.” 

Cottrell, who owns a
local delicatessen, said, “If
we all started walking in
protest, we all might get
healthy.”

She said she plans to ride
her bike the two miles to
work. “My son-in-law got

See Gas, Page A8
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