
BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

The economy may not exactly
be robust, and fuel prices in the
region may be about 25 percent
higher than they were a year
ago, but that isn’t dampening
enthusiasm among Maine
tourism officials for the 2008
summer season.

This weekend, when many
Americans hit the road for
Memorial Day, is generally con-
sidered the start of the annual
summer vacation season. In
Maine, seasonal business own-
ers have been opening their
shops and restaurants and oth-
erwise getting ready for the first
wave of out-of-state visitors,

BY JOHN PORRETTO
AND JOHN WILEN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Consider this game of chick-
en that plays out every day
across Pennsylvania State
Highway 441.

In Marietta, where the road
hugs the Susquehanna River, a
Rutter’s Farm Store gas station
stands on one side, a Sheetz gas
station on the other.

Kelly Bosley, who manages
Rutter’s, doesn’t even have to
look across the highway to
know when Sheetz changes its
price for a gallon of gas. When
Sheetz raises prices, her own
pumps are busy. When Sheetz
lowers prices, she has not a car
in sight.

She calls Rutter’s headquar-

ters to report the competition’s
new price and wait for instruc-
tions.

“I call a lot of times and say,
‘They went down, hurry up!
Hurry up! Call me! Call me!’ Or
it could be where theirs goes
up, and I’ll say, ‘Take your time!
You know, I like being busy.’
But I have no control over
that.”

You think you feel helpless at
the pump?

Bosley makes a living selling
gas — and even she has little
control over what it costs.

So how exactly are gas prices
set? What determines the hair-
pulling figure you see displayed
in large electronic or plastic
numbers?

It all starts with oil.

BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

I
n recent years, Memorial
Day has taken on special sig-
nificance for a Crouseville
man who emigrated here
three years ago from his
native England.

Roger Dan Greenleaf Lucas, 64,
is the son of a World War II veteran
from the small Aroostook County
town of Washburn, one of an esti-
mated 100,000 “war babies”
fathered by American soldiers.

But that was something Lucas
did not learn until more than a
decade after his father died, never
knowing his only child was alive. 

Though Lucas never got the
chance to meet his father, he got to
know him through the family and
friends he left behind in northern
Maine and other parts of New Eng-
land who embraced him like the
long-lost kin he is.

Lucas’ story begins when his
parents met in wartime England in
the mid-1940s.

Halton “Hank” Greenleaf was a

handsome young soldier stationed
in Dorchester when he met Edith
Lucas, a grieving war widow and
mother of two. A romance sparked
between the two. Greenleaf was
transferred to Devon County short-
ly before Roger was born in Decem-
ber 1944.

Though Hank wanted Edith to
return to his native Maine when he
was discharged the next year, she
refused. He continued to send her
money for Roger’s care after
returning to the States, but when
he said he wanted to go to England
to pick the boy up for a visit in
1948, she did something inconceiv-
able.

“She told him not to bother
because I was dead,” Lucas, a reti-
cent man unaccustomed to being in
the media spotlight, said in an
interview this week.

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

AUGUSTA — Gabriel Brady
couldn’t stop his mother from
being slain, but the 9-year-old’s
quick reaction in the face of
unspeakable circumstances like-
ly saved the lives of his younger
brother and sister.

For that, Brady recently
became the youngest person ever
to receive a bravery award from
the Maine Department of Public

Safety.
On an early

January morn-
ing, Brady
watched in hor-
ror as a man he
knew only as
his mother’s
o n e - t i m e
b o y f r i e n d
a l l e g e d l y
barged into his

family’s Marshfield home and
opened fire with a shotgun.

Amid the barrage of gunshots
— one of which struck and killed
his mother, Katie Cabana —
Brady guided his 6-year-old sister
and 5-year-old brother to a nearby
bathroom and locked the door
until the shooting stopped.

In the bathroom, the boy real-
ized that a shot struck his sister,
Autumn Rodgers, on the foot, so
he wrapped it up to stop the bleed-
ing. When police arrived and
interviewed Brady, he told them it
was his job to keep his younger
siblings safe. Autumn Rodgers
later was treated at a local hospi-
tal for the gunshot wound to her
foot, but her injuries were not life-
threatening.

“We were very pleased to honor
him for what we considered a
very brave act,” said Stephen
McCausland, spokesman for the
Maine Department of Public
Safety, on Friday. “To protect his
brother and sister under those
circumstances, that was some-
thing we felt was worth recogniz-
ing.”
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Did you know?
Fifty-four percent of the festival’s

budget comes from individual and
corporate donations. For information

on how you can support the 
festival, call Mary at 992-2630.
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Roger Dan Greenleaf Lucas (above) of Crouseville visits the grave site of his father, Halton “Hank” Greenleaf, at Riverside Extension Cemetery in Washburn
Wednesday. Lucas never met his father (below), a World War II veteran who was stationed in England more than 65 years ago. There, Greenleaf had a brief 
relationship with Lucas’ mother before being redeployed. Five years ago, with the help of the Internet, Lucas discovered Greenleaf was his father, and he
eventually moved from England to Maine where he was embraced by an American family he never knew he had.

See Lucas, Page A10
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Thirsty Whale Tavern co-owner Basil Eleftheriou moves chairs
around early Tuesday afternoon as he helps employees spruce up
for the Bar Harbor tavern’s opening. See Tourism, Page A4See Gas, Page A8
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