
BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

BANGOR — A federal judge
has sentenced a Russian woman
who was removed earlier this
year from a flight diverted to
Bangor International Airport to
98 days in jail or time served.

U.S. District Judge John
Woodcock on Tuesday also sen-
tenced Natalya Viktorovna
Aksenova, 33, of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
in U.S. District Court in Bangor
to two years of supervised
release and ordered her to pay
more than $17,000 in restitution
to Delta Airlines for the cost of
diverting the plane.

The woman, a permanent resi-
dent alien, was arrested on

March 12 after the flight on which
she was a passenger was diverted
to Bangor about 11 a.m. EDT.
Aksenova admitted to drinking
eight small bottles of scotch dur-
ing the flight and told investiga-
tors that she was too drunk to
remember much of what had
taken place on the airplane,
according to court documents.

Aksenova allegedly used her
cell phone while in flight,
refused to return to her seat,
was verbally and physically
abusive toward flight attendants
and obstructed the aisle to pre-
vent food from being served.
She also pushed a flight atten-
dant up against a wall, accord-
ing to court documents.

BY ALLEN G. BREED
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

OAKVILLE, Iowa — Even
before the Iowa River used this
town as a shortcut to the Missis-
sippi, there wasn’t much here: A
post office, a convenience store,
a tavern and a little restaurant.

The largest employer was a
pork-and-grain producer called
TriOak Foods. The company’s
towering grain elevator was the
tallest structure for miles
around.

Then the floodwaters soaking
much of the Midwest turned
their force on the region’s small
communities — most with sky-
lines that consist only of a

water tower and maybe a couple
of church steeples.

As the rivers rise, these mod-
est towns survive because
neighbor helps neighbor, and
the people reinforcing the levees
are business owners, farmers
and fellow church members
who have lived there for years.

“My house is past help. So

we’re trying to save everybody
else’s,” said Bethany Frank as
she helped fill sandbags in a
church parking lot in Oakville,
about 40 miles southwest of
Davenport. Her home on the
outskirts of town was flooded
up to the roof.

On Wednesday, Iowans
assessed their losses from flood-
ing that inundated Des Moines
and Iowa City. But small towns
up and down the Mississippi
still awaited the worst of the
flooding. Some rivers were not
expected to crest until Thurs-
day.

Storms and flooding across
six states this month have killed

BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

For several years now, state
officials have urged Maine’s for-
est products industry to distin-
guish itself globally by growing
more wood that is certified as
being managed and harvested
in a sustainable way.

On Wednesday, Gov. John Bal-
dacci pledged that the state will
do a better job showing its sup-
port for Maine certified prod-
ucts when the government goes
shopping for
paper and
wood.

B a l d a c c i
a n n o u n c e d
two executive
orders that
direct state
officials to,
whenever pos-
sible, buy
paper products
or wood for construction that
come from certified, sustainable
forestlands.

The governor, who made the
announcement at a paper indus-
try conference in Bar Harbor,
predicted the initiatives will
promote Maine as a leader in
forest certification while help-
ing ensure the state’s vast tim-
berlands are well-managed.

Maine currently leads the
nation in growing certified for-
est products, with 42 percent of
timberlands in the state — or
roughly 7 million acres — meet-
ing standards set by independ-
ent certification organizations.

While each certification pro-
gram differs — and there is con-
siderable debate about which pro-
gram is best — these certifica-
tions generally ensure that
forests are well-managed, support
wildlife populations and ensure a
long-term supply of timber.

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

A man wanted for federal child
pornography crimes has been
arrested in Georgia with help from
some determined investigators at
the Maine State Police Computer
Crimes Unit.

“I’ve been with the state police

since ’89 and I’ve never been
involved in anything like this,”
Maine State Police Sgt. Glenn Lang
said Wednesday. Lang has been
supervisor of the unit since 2001.

On May 23, the FBI sent out a flier
asking for assistance in finding a
man who was creating and posting
videos on the Internet of himself
having sex with a young girl. That’s

when Maine agencies became
involved in searching for the sus-
pect.

The FBI had been working on the
case since 2006 after receiving com-
plaints from authorities in Bris-
bane, Australia, according to an FBI
affidavit provided Wednesday to the
Bangor Daily News by a reporter at
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

Law enforcement officials in Aus-
tralia were investigating a group
with about 50 members, some of
whom were believed to be in the
United States, that was suspected of
trading and disseminating child
pornography over the Internet.

Australian authorities said the
information they had gathered indi-

BY H. JOSEF HEBERT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — With gaso-
line topping $4 a gallon, President
Bush urged Congress on Wednes-
day to lift its long-standing ban on
offshore oil and gas drilling, say-
ing the United States needs to
increase its energy production.
Democrats quickly rejected the
idea.

“There is no excuse for delay,”
the president
said in a state-
ment in the
Rose Garden.
With the presi-
dential election
just months

away, Bush made a pointed attack
on Democrats, accusing them of
obstructing his energy proposals
and blaming them for high gaso-
line costs. His proposal echoed a
call by Republican presidential
candidate John McCain to open
the Continental Shelf for explo-
ration.

“Families across the country
are looking to Washington for a
response,” Bush said.

Congressional Democrats
were quick to reject the push for
lifting the drilling moratorium,
saying oil companies already
have under lease 68 million
acres on federal lands and
waters — outside the ban area
— that are not being developed. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
called Bush’s proposals “another
page from [an] ... energy policy
that was literally written by the
oil industry — give away more
public resources.”

Sen. Barack Obama, the
Democrats’ presumptive presi-
dential nominee, rejected lifting
the drilling moratorium that has
been supported by a succession of
presidents for nearly two decades.

“This is not something that’s
going to give consumers short-
term relief and it is not a long-
term solution to our problems
with fossil fuels generally and oil
in particular,” said Obama. Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid,
lumping Bush with McCain,
accused them of staging a “cyni-
cal campaign ploy” that won’t
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Recent police shooting highlights importance of state’s effort
to launch Web site listing people who are on probation
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“My house is past
help. So we’re trying

to save everybody
else’s.”  

BETHANY FRANK

BY DIANA GRAETTINGER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

CALAIS — People on probation in
Maine are on the honor system: If
police stop them, they have to tell on
themselves.

But do they?
No formal structure is in place to

alert officers to an individual’s proba-
tion status. In small towns, officers
often know, but not always.

That is about to change, however,
because the state plans this summer to
create a Web site that will make public
the names of all individuals on proba-
tion. 

“Not only the public can access [the
list] and find out if so and so is on pro-
bation, but the police officers and dis-
patchers can go to that Web site and
run a name and see if that name pops
up statewide,” said Charles O’Roak,
regional correctional administrator for
the Division of Probation and Parole
in the Department of Corrections. “It
is going to tell them some basic infor-
mation ... but it is going to tell them
enough to know that he’s on probation
and what region he is out of.”

While state officials have been work-
ing on the project since well before
May 12, a fatal shooting that day on
the Passamaquoddy reservation at

Indian Township
serves to highlight
the potential ramifi-
cations of not having
ready access to pro-
bation information.

On May 10,
according to Pas-
samaquoddy tribal
officials, Douglas P.
Kelley Jr. of Calais
failed to tell an Indi-

an Township police officer that he
was on probation after he was
stopped for operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of intoxi-
cants. Police arrested Kelley and took
him to jail, but even though his pro-
bation conditions included a provi-
sion that he not use or possess alco-

hol, he was released the next day, just
a few hours after being taken into
custody.

On May 12, Kelley returned to the
reservation with a handgun, and
according to witnesses, fired shots at
his girlfriend’s house on Hemlock
Point Road. Indian Township police
soon arrived at the scene and the 40-
year-old Kelley was fatally shot.

Would the situation have turned out
differently had police been aware of
the probation a few days earlier and
Kelley been kept in jail longer for vio-
lating the conditions?

“Who knows?” O’Roak said. “If this
guy was OUI and … we had known
[about his probation], then we might
have locked him up. If we had locked
him up, would we have let him go the
next day once he was sober — who
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