
BY DIANA BOWLEY AND JUDY HARRISON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

DOVER-FOXCROFT — A priest who served
Catholic churches from Milo to Pittsfield was found
dead Friday at the rectory in Dover-Foxcroft one day
after being told he was suspended from the ministry
pending an investigation into an
allegation he sexually abused a
minor nearly three decades ago.

The Rev. James Robichaud, 56,
committed suicide, according to
Dover-Foxcroft police.

In a press release announcing
Robichaud’s suicide, the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Portland said
the priest was informed Thurs-
day that he was temporarily sus-
pended from ministry, effective
Friday, until an investigation could be completed
into an allegation that he sexually abused a minor 29
years ago while serving in Massachusetts.

“It is important to note that at this time, there is
not enough information to substantiate or dismiss
the charge,” Sue Bernard, diocesan spokeswoman,
said in the statement.

BY SHARON KILEY MACK
OF THE NEWS STAFF

SKOWHEGAN — This is Jen-
nifer Nickerson-Steward today: 37,
a smart and stylish hairdresser,
happily married, a loving mother,
building a good, solid life.

This was Jennifer Nickerson on
Sept. 15, 1993: Her eyes were bleed-
ing, she was suffering from a seri-
ous concussion, blood was coming
out her ears, her face was
grotesquely swollen and covered
with dots of broken blood vessels.
She had two black-and-blue rings

around her neck and a line of fin-
gerprints on the front of her
throat.

She calls herself “The One That
Got Away.”

Fifteen years ago, Steward was
assaulted by her boyfriend as she
was trying to break off their rela-

tionship. His name was Shannon
Atwood and he was found guilty of
aggravated assault and was sen-
tenced to six years in jail. All but
three of those years were suspend-
ed and, for earning “good time,”
Atwood was a free man 14 months
after attacking Steward.

She has sat through Atwood’s
entire murder trial this week.

“I am their voice,” she said Fri-
day. “Cheryl Murdoch and Shirley
Moon-Atwood have no voice. I can
be their voice here.”

Nickerson first met Atwood
when the two were in high school.

They both lived in Bingham and
they dated briefly. “I caught him
cheating so I broke it off,” she said.

About five years later, Steward
said, the two reconnected and
quickly moved in together.

“Everything seemed great. He
was very attentive and kind. He
swept me off my feet,” she said.

But soon, Steward said, she
began catching Atwood in lies —
first small lies, then bigger ones.
One day in September 1993, she
discovered he had been fired from
his job two weeks earlier, even
though he continued to leave for

work each morning and return
each night.

“That began to scare me,” she
said. The couple fought about the
subterfuge and decided to break
off their relationship. “The night
before the assault we both shed
tears. We had really cared for each
other,” she said.

“Then he suddenly changed into
a completely different person,” she
recalled. She said Atwood threat-
ened to kill her and also himself.
She knew she had to get him out of
her home.

BY SARA KUGLER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

UNITY, N.H. — Barack Obama and Hillary
Rodham Clinton sought Friday to turn the page
on their bitter, history-making fight for the
Democratic presidential nomination, declaring
the next chapter is about beating Republican
John McCain.

Choosing a small New Hampshire community
aptly named Unity for their first joint appear-
ance since the campaign ended, Obama and Clin-
ton stood on a platform before thousands of
cheering, shouting supporters and took turns
praising each other and urging party solidarity.
She called the nominee-in-waiting a stand-up guy
and he declared: “She rocks. She rocks.”

BY AIMEE DOLLOFF
OF THE NEWS STAFF

OLD TOWN — Financing negotia-
tions weren’t completed Friday in
time to save Red Shield Environmen-
tal LLC, the pulp manufacturing facil-
ity, from having to file bankruptcy.

The company’s attorney, Robert
Keach of Portland, said the Chapter 11
petition was filed around 7 p.m. at U.S.
Bankruptcy Court in Bangor. 

“It’s not that the miracle hasn’t
happened, it’s just taken a different
form,” Keach said.

Although Keach was confident that
a deal to keep the mill open will come

through in the near future with a
financing party that he couldn’t
reveal, no consensus was reached
after all-day negotiations Friday, he
said.

“Those discussions will continue in
Chapter 11 as opposed to outside,”
Keach said.

Red Shield employees did not
receive paychecks last week and still
hadn’t been paid as of Friday morning
despite approval Tuesday from Chit-
tenden Bank and the Finance Authori-
ty of Maine for a $1.3 million loan.
Details of that loan aren’t being
released by FAME.

Page A1    2nd edition Cyan  Magenta  Yellow  Black

bangordailynews.com SATURDAY/SUNDAY, JUNE 28-29, 2008 $1.50

FINAL EDITION

© 2008 Bangor
Publishing Co.

Periodicals postage
paid at Bangor, 

Maine 04401 
Publication number 

USPS 041000
0 0

13781 00006

Album C10
Amusements C9
Business C1-6
Classifieds F1-J4
Comics J2-3
Crossword J2
Cryptoquip F1
Dear Abby J3
Dr. Donohue J2
Editorial A10-11
Horoscope J3
Joni Averill B4
Legal notices G2-3

Lifestyle C7-12
Lottery A2
Obituaries B6-7
Outdoors D6-7
Religion C11
ShopGirl C7
Sports D1-8
State B1-8
Stocks C4
Sudoku C12
Television T1-4
Weather B8
WSJ Sunday C2-3

Index

VVooll.. 112200,, NNoo.. 1100

BANGOR | AUG. 22-24, 2008

Did you know?
It costs $152,000 to cover 
performance fees, travel 

and housing for Folk Festival 
entertainers.

55 days to go!
Sponsored in part by the Bangor Daily News

Pat Rubald (above,
left) and Chris Fanelli,
employees of Jordan
Studios in Batavia, Ill.,
move movie memora-
bilia inside the new 
Hollywood Slots in
Bangor on Tuesday.
The new Main Street
location will open its
doors to the public on
July 1.

Hollywood Slots
maintenance techni-
cian David Rines (left)
cleans windows on
the street side of the
new building in 
Bangor on Tuesday. BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY KEVIN BENNETT
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack
Obama, D-Ill., laughs with Sen. Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, D-N.Y., at a campaign event in Unity, N.H., Friday.

See Unity, Page A5See Chapter 11, Page A5

BY DAWN GAGNON
OF THE NEWS STAFF

B
ANGOR — The move is
on for Hollywood Slots.

Less than three years
after it opened with 475
slot machines in an
interim home at the for-

mer Miller’s Restaurant on Main
Street, Hollywood Slots at Bangor is
poised to set up shop in a new, larg-
er $132 million complex called Hol-
lywood Slots Hotel and Raceway.

Parent company Penn National
Gaming Inc. broke ground in the
spring of 2007 at the new site,
which sits at 500 Main St. on the
bank of the Penobscot River and
sports what has become its signa-
ture glass rotunda out front.

Besides 1,000 slots, more than
twice the number Hollywood Slots
now has, the new facility will add a
seven-story hotel, a buffet and
smaller restaurant, a gift shop and
a four-level parking garage to its
list of offerings.

The scale
The complex is huge by Bangor

standards, taking up most of the 8-
acre site the operation will occupy.

To give a sense of its scale, Holly-
wood Slots spokeswoman Amy Ken-
ney has described the gaming floor
and “back of the house,” or area for
support operations, to be roughly
the size of a Wal-Mart Supercenter.

“We’re ready to roll,” General
Manager Jon Johnson said Friday
of an ambitious moving operation
that will be condensed into a 22-
hour period.
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Survivor’s tale: Atwood’s ex recounts brutal attack


