
BY MICHELLE KAUFMAN
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

BEIJING — Even Michael Phelps
couldn’t believe his eyes. He said he
had to take off his goggles to make
sure it was his name, and not Milo-
rad Cavic, next to the No. 1 after a
thrilling finish in the Olympic 100-
meter butterfly.

Phelps, who was in seventh place
at the turn, surged in the final few
meters and somehow managed to
out-touch the Serbian-American
Cavic by a hundredth of a second.
To the naked eye, it was nearly

impossible to tell who won. And
from some camera angles, it
appeared Cavic had the gold. But the
Omega electronic clock read: Phelps
50.58. Cavic 50.59.

The Serbian
delegation filed a
protest, but con-
ceded that
Phelps won after
reviewing the
tape provided by
FINA, swimming’s governing body.
USA Swimming spokesman Jamie
Olson said the tape was slowed to
one frame every 10-thousandth of a

second to make sure Phelps actually
touched first.

It was impossible to tell on 
regular-speed replays.

“We filed the protest but it is
already over,” said Branislav Jevtic,
Serbia’s chief of mission for all
sports. “They examined the video
and I think the case is closed. The
video says (Phelps) finished first.

It was Phelps’ seventh gold medal
at these Olympics, which ties Mark
Spitz’s 36-year-old record from
Munich. He will attempt to break
the record Sunday morning in the

BY KEVIN MILLER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

FORT FAIRFIELD — For the
past 150 years, residents of this
small border town have
scratched out a living harvest-
ing two things well-suited to the
long winters and fleeting sum-
mers of far northern Maine:
pine and potatoes.

Even today, every road out of
Fort Fairfield is dotted with cen-
tury-old farmhouses flanked by
rolling hills of spuds, broccoli,
canola or similarly hardy crops.

But that bucolic view soon
could be altered by the arrival of
a new type of “farm,” one that
the town’s settlers and many
current residents likely could
never have fathomed.

One of the nation’s largest
wind-power developers is eye-
ing Fort Fairfield and several
other Aroostook County towns
for the most ambitious energy
projects in state history.

Horizon Wind Energy hopes
to build as many as 400 wind

turbines in the farm fields and
forests of Aroostook County,
thereby transforming northern
Maine from a producer of
world-class potatoes to the pre-
mier exporter of wind energy in
the northeastern United States.

Officials with Texas-based

Horizon Wind won’t disclose
how many of the turbines —
each likely standing 400 feet tall
from base to blade tip — would
be built in each location. With
the exception of Number Nine
Mountain west of Bridgewater,
company officials also decline

to discuss exactly where they
are looking.

But details of the Horizon
Wind’s preliminary plans are
gradually emerging as the com-
pany meets with more landown-
ers.

The Fort Fairfield area could
be host to more than 100 tur-
bines. Number Nine Mountain,
which would likely be the first
project, and the Bridgewater
area could see similar numbers
of turbines, according to uncon-
firmed reports.

Horizon Wind also is appar-
ently negotiating lease agree-
ments with landowners in the
Fort Kent area, Limestone and
other small towns along Maine’s
northeastern fringe.

Advantages and concerns
Whether this transformation

would help or hurt The County
depends on whom you ask.

The projects would create
hundreds of well-paying con-
struction jobs and a handful of
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Plan reallocates funds
from future projects 

BY GLENN ADAMS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUSTA — Gov. John Bal-
dacci advanced a $12.6 million
energy action plan Friday,
which he said makes a special
legislative session to deal with
the effects of high fuel prices
unnecessary.

Maine’s latest average price
for No. 2 heating oil is $4.42 a
gallon, more than $1 a gallon
higher than a year ago. State
officials say action is needed to
make sure everybody can stay
warm in their homes this 
winter.

The governor’s plan, which
won immediate support from

Democratic leg-
islative leaders
but drew criti-
cism from the
GOP Senate
leader, includes
new investments
in weatheriza-

tion, low-income heating assis-
tance and alternative modes of
transportation. It also includes
voluntary four-day work 
schedules for state employees.

Of the total, $4.25 million
would increase the Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram benefit to $500 per eligible
household. The current benefit
is estimated at $415, Baldacci
said.

Baldacci acknowledged
repeated Republican calls for a
special legislative session to
transfer $10 million in surplus
funds to LIHEAP. But the Demo-
cratic governor said a special
session, at a cost of $40,000 a
day, would be expensive.

“I’ve developed a strategy
that will put those state dollars
to work today,” the governor
said at a news conference,
which was also attended by
state finance, housing, energy
and legislative leaders. He said
that while fuel prices have been
going down recently, the state

BY JIM HEINTZ
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MOSCOW — Russia warned
Poland on Friday that it is
exposing itself to attack — even
a nuclear one — by accepting a
U.S. missile interceptor base on
its soil, delivering Moscow’s
strongest lan-
guage yet against
the plan.

American and
Polish officials
stuck firmly by
their deal, signed
Thursday, for
Poland to host a system that
Washington says is meant to
block missile attacks by rogue
nations such as Iran.

Moscow is convinced the base
is aimed at Russia’s missile force,
however, and the deal comes as
relations already are strained
over the fighting between Russia
and U.S.-allied Georgia over the
separatist Georgian region of
South Ossetia.

“Poland, by deploying [the
system] is exposing itself to a
strike — 100 percent,” Gen. Ana-
toly Nogovitsyn, the deputy
chief of staff of Russia’s armed
forces, was quoted by the Inter-
fax news agency as saying.

Moscow disapproves
of U.S. missile base

Russia:
Poland 
at risk 
of attack

See Energy, Page A2
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Todd Hatch (right) and Alex Ruksznis, line workers with the Randolph-based Couts Bros. Inc., work on a guy wire for a utility pole near
one of the Stetson Mountain windmills in Township 8 Range 3.
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Fort Fairfield Town Manager Dan Foster supports the windmill
project. “Our motto is a windmill on every corner. We can’t get
enough of them,” Foster said.
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U.S. swimmer Michael Phelps reacts as he wins gold
Saturday in the final of the men’s 100-meter butterfly
at the Beijing Olympics. 

Officials of Texas-based company negotiating with landowners

Phelps narrowly wins 7th gold

See Phelps, Page A2

Wind power Project envisions 

400 windmills 

for Aroostook County

BY ERIC RUSSELL
OF THE NEWS STAFF

HAMPDEN — Starting this
week, the U.S. Postal Service has
shifted some of its mail process-
ing from a local plant to one in
southern Maine in an effort to
improve efficiency and reduce
costs in a sagging economy.

Employees and union repre-
sentatives at the Eastern Maine
Processing and Distribution
Facility, however, are concerned
that the change will mean less
work — and, consequently,
fewer workers — in Hampden.

At question is what is known
as “standard class flat mail” for
ZIP codes that begin with 044,
045, 047 and 049, which has been
processed in Hampden for at
least the last 10 years. Now, that
mail is being sent to the 
Southern Maine Processing and

Move angers workers 
at Hampden facility

Some mail
processing
heads south

See Wind, Page A11
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