
MAINEFOCUS

FILM FESTIVAL

Hello teachers and school staff,

The Bangor Daily News is reaching out this fall with an 

exciting opportunity for students to join in our effort to 

address drug abuse throughout the state. This project is part 

of our ongoing mission to serve as an advocate for Maine and 

confront three key issues facing our communities: drug 

abuse, domestic and sexual violence, and building the 

economy. We call these projects MaineFocus.  

In partnership with Project AWARE, our MaineFocus: Drug 

Abuse team is planning a film festival to showcase the work 

of Maine students and their stories of how substance abuse 

has affected their lives. The inaugural MaineFocus Film 

Festival will be held in conjunction with the annual basket-

ball tournament at the new Cross Insurance Center. Students 

who create the top four films -- first through third in a judges’ 

category and one people's choice selection -- will be eligible 

for prizes worth up to $500.

We are asking students to answer the following prompt with 

a short film (up to five minutes long): How has substance 

abuse affected your life or the lives of people around you?

We believe your high school can serve as a positive, safe 

environment for students to have conversations about drug 

abuse and a place for them to brainstorm and possibly 

implement solutions. We hope that you will choose to 

incorporate our contest into your curriculum this year either 

in class or as part of an afterschool club. Students can work 

on these projects alone or in teams, but schools can provide 

technology and supervision of projects -- resources the 

Bangor Daily News could never provide on its own. 

In the meantime, we would appreciate if you would place a 

few of the included posters throughout the school. We 

encourage you and your students to check out our film 

festival website 

mainefocus.bangordailynews.com/filmfestival
and contact us with any questions about the project at 

mainefocus@bangordailynews.com. 

Sincerely,

Natalie Feulner, Erin Rhoda, Nok-Noi Ricker, 
Mario Moretto and Jackie Farwell 

 

Prizes ranging in 
value from
$100 to $500 will 
be given to the
top four films.

We want high school
students to create short films 

about how drug abuse has 
changed their lives. 

MAINEFOCUS  Confronting challenges. Driving conversation. Inspiring change.

Are you part of the solution? We’re looking for Mainers to join our efforts to examine the serious issues facing our state.
Subscribe to our e-newsletter at mainefocus.bangordailynews.com to learn more.

Deadline for 
submissions: 

January 6 

Deadline for 
submissions: 

January 6 

PRESENTED BY:

… a statewide provider of substance 
abuse and mental health services.


